4 


\ 


* 
N ** Fee 


bs diſcoveries and improvements) as would recom- 2 
mamend an impreflion of the work in America. But 


* Since, a new tranſlation, abridged, has been pub- * 

by Hzurr, 1798, in a 12mo. vol. of 448 pages. 

little volume has appeared, called « The Braurizs 
Etiza Anpxews.” Theſe the Editor has 
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and in compliance with the taſte of the day, . 
toes have been ſelected, as 


of the works of Creation ; and, by an eaſy trau- 


ſition, to lead the thoughts « from Nature up to 
Nature's Gon.“ It is uſeful to young 
- perſons, whom it will furniſh with a juſt and ra- 
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5. The enjoyments 
6. Nature is a leſſon for the heart 
7. Meditation on the works of nature gr 
8. Hymn of thankſgiving for the works 


— 


— 2 — ox Es vB > A 


22. Reaſons for Content ; 
13. Reflections on the animal creation 46 
14. The ſpherical form of the eartz 
Utility of mountains 
16. Utility of rain 
17. Utility of rivers 
18. On the ocean 
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to inquire, with the aſſiſtance of reaſon, into the 


true cauſe of things, and to pierce through the 
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ries of nature! How inſenſible are mankind! 
They ſtop to obſerve the courſe of a river. Su- 
pinely lying on the green turf, they contemplate | 
the clear ſtream murmuring as is flows. The 
coolneſs of the water, the enamelled field, the 
verdure of its banks; every thing enchants their 
fight. But few know how to enjoy a ſtill greater 
pleaſure, that of tracing the ſource itſelf of theſe 
waters, the ine rhauſtible reſervoir whence they 
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1 to this 
trifling f the vulgar. "Ir Had be 
totally impoſibl to reckon all the bleſſings of na- 


comprehend in ſome degree, how much we owe | 
| to our ſovereign Benefactor. For this purpoſe, 
— the places of our fever exjoy- 
there preſented to us. "The flowers, which appear | 


but a mere amuſement, are lovely ornaments to our 


to the eye, but their "ley competes Brine 
they produce” ſuccethor of excellent pi 7 


or (more properly ſpeaking) to ene. our tale, 
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finement of towns and villages, to enjoy the ſpa- 
eious fields where the induſtry of man produces 
CD that bread which ſupports the 

human ſpecies. The earth faithfully re. 
wards the farmer's toil, and returns with incred- 
ble ee all the i Big out b. it. i WY. 
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tiful than the ocher, and each of which has its 


new cauſe for wonder and admiration? It is, 
adore the great Being, who is infinitely more 


beautiful, more ſublime, and more magnificent, 
than all which we admire moſt in nature. It is 


that we may continually ſay to ourſelves, If the 


works be ſo complete, what muſt the Creator be ? 


If ſuch is the beauty of creatures, what muſt be 
the inexpreſſible beauty, the infinite grandeur of 
him who beholds with one glance the whole cre- 
ation? If the ſun have a dazzling brightneſs 
which our eyes cannot bear, ught we 
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This we know with certainty of thoſe with which 
we are- acquainted, and we may conclude the 
fame” of the reſt: by analogy. From the ſun, 
down' to the loweſt worm, or ſmalleſt plant, we 
ſhall every 


ſerve for the functions preſcribed them x 
and the whole creature would be defective, if any 
one of its parts were hurt or taken away. How 
is the whole which reſults from the 
and none of theſe could fail without cauſing an 
imper ch more ore vac rep dogannd — 
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: duced l 1s not life invaluable to every thing 
breathes ? Is it not a.blefling to the pooreſt worm? 
What pleaſure does not God take in doing 

fad he: has beſtowed on ſo many creatures che 
of exiſtence ! But of what. uſe would 
e | be, if they were to be immediately 
2 of f. The Creator has 


ange fe gra! What tender ties, what 
he created for the heart to enjoy I Let us never 
de un to ſuch a bountiful Creator; and, 
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wh works of tho-hniverſs... What but an 


almighty 

immenſe extent, that prodigious ſpace, which, con- 
tains ſuch a number of celeſtial bodies? Who but 
he could preſerve fabric, ſix it un- 
| F . 


ere e e 
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Nor does our world alone {+ Gm be | 


is almoſt impoſſible not to find charms in 
che contemplation of nature. And that it may 
be enj d without expenſe is manifeſt z the poor 
as well as the fich may indulge in it. But this is 
what leſſens its value. We are fo fooliſh as not 
to prize what others ſhare with us 3 while, if we 
were reaſonable, nothing ſhould give more 
to a bleſſing than the thought that it makes the 
happineſs of our fellow-creatures, as well as our 
ſhed to this pleaſure, id noble and ſo 
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T0 Nature's voice Rome from month to omenth, | I 
And day to day through the revolvin 0 yours D PIP 3 ? L 
Admiring ſees her in her every ſhape; | *Y 
| Fecloull er fwoet emotions at his beart 3 10 | 
| Takes what the liberal gives, nor thinks of more.” 


eyes we every where find ſomething, which inter- 
eſts either our ſenſes, our imagination, or our 

reaſon. All nature is ſo formed as to afford us JF 
numberleſs pleaſing: objects, and to fupply us | 
e e atopy 
ed and e eee There is no part of 

the day that does not afford us pleaſures both for © E 
our ſenſes and our minds. While the fun illumin- - 
ates the horizon, the plants, the animals, with a 
thouſand agreeable objects, ſtrike our eyes: and 
when the night ſpreads its veil the majeſty of the 

ture labours to ſurpriſe us with new pleaſures. 
Even the ſnalleſt worm, a leaf, a grain of fd 
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ee us "different eee nd- aj ps 
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cence? Go and aſk it of all nature: the hills and 


out to our ſight; the ſky is a mirror in which we 
may behold him; the ſtorms and tempeſts pro- 
claim him; the voice of thunder, the rainbow, 
the" min mad-the ſhow, declare his wiſdom and 
The green fields, the meadows cov- 
ered with gilded corn, the Snountains crowned 
with foreſts, raiſing their heads to the very clouds, 
the trees laden with fruit, the gardens enamelled 
with flowers,” the roſe in its full beauty, all bear 
numerous boſt of animals which people the air, 

the earth, and the ſea, declare the glory of the 
Nn and proclaim his exiſtence. How 


general voice of nature! Oh ! let us, that are 
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many wonders thou ſheweſt unto man! It is 


for me that the birds make the 
the vallies feſound with 


the grave ſhall have ſwallowed me up, when 
nefs and filence- come uportme ; what will then | 
not all be 
loſt to me, though „„ 
gratified, and 1 had here enjoyed unmixed hap- 
O how ſenſeleſs ſhould I be, were I to 


remain of my earthly poſſeſſions 


myſelf to the 
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notes. I feel that T am mortal ; my life fade 
away like the graſs of the field : it withers as a 
leaf fallen from the branch where it grew. When 
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world | If I aſpired to great riches, if I was am- 
Rr and if allowing myſelf 


to r n envy and pride 


ſhould take poſſeſſion of my heart; if too eager 
in my wiſhes, I have purſued what I ought not 
N eee eee | 


| When, in the morn, on-the green turf covered | 


_ with dew, every thing preſents me a cheerful proſ- 


© peR, and the wings of the night have cooled the 


burning heat of ſummer, wiſdom cries out to me, 


O mortal! why doſt thou harbor cares? Why 


pieldeſt thou thyſelf to anxiety ? Is not God thy 
Father ? Art not thou his child? Will not he who 


mache thee, take care of his own work ? The plan 


of thy exiſtence is not limited to this earth, it em- 
braces heaven. Life is but a moment; and the 


beten err felicity 3 is but a pleaſing dream. 


O man thy deſtination is immortality. The 


nen the earth, 
the univerſe, and time. It ſhall awaken my 


heart, when ſeduced by falſe pleaſures, I am 
che path of virtue. The roſes 


which crown the head of the- wicked ſoon fade. 


His ſhameful - enjoyments diſhonor him, and re- 
pentance ſucceeds them. I am but a ſqjourner 
_ earth, and none but immortal Joys deſerve 
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of reflection. They are irreſiſtibly led on by 
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and the retreats convenient 
and no ſpecies of 
of what is neceſſary for its welfare and ſuſtenance. 
Men are of a more excellent nature; but they 
are born in a more helpleſs ſtate; and they re- 
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wonderful than the reſurrection of the dead. The 1 
only difference between them is, that one happens 
but ſeldom, whilſt we every day witneſs the other. 
This is the reaſon that it does not ſtrike us more 
2 or rate o our eee uld other- 


e . own . A to con- 
vince me fully that a divine Providence watches 
over the preſervation of my days. I am not cer- 
tain of a ſingle moment of my life ; a thouſand 
unknown and latent cauſes may haſten the end of 
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and on the manner in which God conducts and 
governs it, my confidence in him muſlſneceffarily 


be more and more increaſed and firengthened. 


How eaſy ought I to be in regard to my fate, ſince | 


it is in the hands of that great Being, of whoſe 
Feen wildom, and goodneſs I have as many 


not be fulfilled by that God, whoſe unlimited power 


has been able to raiſe out of nothing ſo many mill- 


ions of worlds? Are there any trojjhles, ſorrows, 
or difficulties, from which I may not be happily 


delivered by that infinite wiſdom which has ſpread = 


the heavens, and formed every creature in fo 


wonderful a manner? What can hinder me from 


committing my way unto the Lord? What can 


- 
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prevent me from having recourſe to im in al my = 


_ troubles and diſtreſſes, and from hoping that he 


will hear my prayer? It is true that I am but a 


very weak creature; I am loſt in the vaſt multi- 
eee and, beute, eee 


government, 1 often ſay to myſelf : Who am I 
that dare to hope that this great being will always 


liſten to me, and that he will deign to caſt his eyes 


on me, every time that I may have recourſe to 


him? But, on the other hand, I comfort myſelf, 


when I conſider that his greatneſs, his majeſty, 


and the government of ſo many millions of worlds, 
do not hier him from extending his cares for 


the ſmalleſt worm. Why then may he not give 
ſome attention to me, who, though ſo infignif- 


icant, have received from him, both as a 'man, 


and as a Chriſtian, prerogatives much ſuperior to 


thoſe of other creatures? Here my conſcience ſtops 


me, and reproaches me with being a ſinner, with 


having, a thouſand and a thouſand times, wilfully 
tranſgreſſed the commands of my Creator and 
e, ; and, Mat therefore I am more unworthy of 
his goodneſs than the moſt abject of his creatures. 
My conſcience repreſents the juſtice of God to 
me in as ſtrong colors as the whole univerſe paints 


to me his power and goodneſs. But it is here that 
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the ſalutary truths of the goſpel come to my aſſiſt- 
ance. It is only through our Redeemer that I can 
look up to this God, whoſe greatneſs all the world 

; that I can, I fay, look up to him as a 
father, put my truſt in hir and Hope that he 
will grant me happineſs, 
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And full replete with wonders. Let me here, 
P 

Mas. BanBAULD, 


Lr e e ar ds 

Love and mercy ſhine through 
all his v Let us contemplate his mighty 
_ deeds. The world, and all it contains, evidence 


his beneficence and wiſdom. The heavens and the 
earth witneſs hig power. The ſun that rules by 


day, and the moon that ſhines by night, all things | 


that have life or motion proclaim the mighty God. 
Conſidgr the works of his hands. Men and brutes ; 
even the objects that appear leaſt in our eyes, the 
blade of graſs, and the grain of ſand, teach us to 
know him. Oh ! how ſhall we worthily praiſe 
and exalt him, to whom we owe exiſtence and 
life ? Our bodies, and the ſouls which animate 
them, are gifts of his hands. If we are a prey 
to adverſity, if oppreſſed with ſorrows, ſcarce do 
— OT Rn vs 
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O my ſoul thou haſt long 


give way to the fear of being deſerted by a God, 
who cannot hate his children. Let us therefore 
ſubmit to his holy will. Let us bleſs him for all 
his diſpenſations; purſuaded that he will accom- 
' pliſh all his merciful deſigns ; for he * i 
wiſdom, and abundant in means. 


CONTEMPLATIONS on 1 


| REFLECTIONS ON THE ANIMAL CREATION. 
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To ſhun their poiſon, and to chooſe their food? 
Preſcient the tides, or tempeſts to withſtand, _ 

Build on the wave, or arch beneath the ſand — 
+ "nod, in the nature of cack being founds | Þ 
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WV may conſider the animal kingdom 262 
well govexped ſtate, in which there are a proper 
number M inhabitants, each in the place appoint- 
ed for them. In this animal kingdom, the little 
and the weak which compoſe the greateſt part of 
it, are ſubject to the ſtrong and the powerful; but 
the whole are ſubje& to man, as to the repreſenta- 
tive of the Deity. Animals find, in every part of 
the earth, enough to employ them, and enough 
to feed on. They are accordingly diſperſed 
N 3 every where ; and their nature, their 5 
_— organs, their ſeveral conſtitutions, are all adapted 
to the different ſituations deſigned them. Their 
employments differ greatly. All tend either to 
increaſe their ſpecies, to maintain an equal bal. 
ance between the animal and the vegetable king- 
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Wo n or todefend them- 
ſelves againſt their/ enemies. The Creator has 
given them an inſtinct to compenſate for the want 
of reaſon. An inftin& varied in a thouſand ways, 
and according to their ſeveral wants 3 an inſtinct 
for , for food, to enable them to diſtinguiſh 
it with certainty, to find it out, to ſeize upon it, 5 
and to prepare it; inſtinct to build neſts and proupʒ:ꝛ 
er habitations, to lay in proviſions, to tran © 
form themſelves; inſtinct for . increaſe of their 
kind ; inſtinct to defend and ſecure themſelves, 
&c. In each claſs of animals there are ſome 
which live on prey, and individuals which ſuper- 
abound in other claſſes. Each ſpecies has its par- 
on enemies, which keep up the proper bal- 
ance, and prevent any from multiplying too 
2 The ſick animals, or thoſe that have any 
defect, are generally the firſt which ſerve as food 
for others. The fruit and the carcaſſes which 
corrupt are eaten up, the earth is not incommod- 
ed by them, nor the air infected. Thus nature 
| | preſerves its beauty, freſhneſs and purity. The 
” | beaſts of prey have a make conformable to their 
| | deſtination. They are endowed either with pe- 
p 
) 


_ .. * 


_ culiar ſtrength, agility, induſtry, or àddreſs. But | 
in order to prevent them from deſtroying whole | 3 
- | ſpecies, they are confined within certain limits. 
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fence in proportion to their ſituation, and the dan- 


fulfil very important offices. The ſmalleſt ani- 
mals are the moſt numerous, A 
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and they often mutually deſtroy each other, or 
their young ſerve as food for other creatures. 


Rions of the earth for want of other 
food.” rr 


gers to which they are expoſed. Their natural 


is always kept up, as to the number in every fe. 
cies of the brute creation. 8 


| The aimals which give milk are the largef, » ||, 
and conſequently the leaſt numerous, but they vel, 


rr 


more voracious than che — 


An we beheld fo adwnirable i in the anime] I Fm 
Apo proves the exiſtence of a Being who poſ- 
ſeſſes the higheſt degree of wiſdom and knowledge. 


Who but he could have peopled this immenſe | _ 
globe with fo many different ſpecies of living # .* 


creatures, providing for them every thing neceſ- 


ary ? Who but he could give food to ſuch infi- 
nite multitude of creatures according to their dif- 


Font taſtes, and find them covering, habitations * ke 
-. 
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1 plain, a round flat ſurface; but if chat were the 

: 9 caſe the exterior limits of this ſurface would be 
found out ; and in approaching anyplace, it would 
be impoſſible to ſee the tops of towers and mount- 
ains before the lower parts of them. The eartk 
then mult be a globe ; but it is not exactly and 
ſtrictly ſpherical, for it is a little more raiſed at the 
equator and flatter towards the two poles, nearly 
reſembling an orange. But that deviation from a 
ſpherical form is very inconſiderable, at moſt only 
thirty-four miles, which is ſcarcely perceptible 
in a globe, whoſe circumference is about twenty- 
five thouſand miles, and diameter ſeven thouſand "iſ 
nine hundred and twenty-eight. There will be 
no doubt of the figure of the earth being nearly YF_ 
ſpherical, if we conſider that, in the eclipſes of the 
moon, the ſhadow which the carth caſts on that 
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it, or how ſhould the ſtars riſe and ſet ſooner in the 
eaſtern than in the weſtern n 
gain, is the wiſdom of the Creator manifi 
form which he has ahve doh ei cnc 
proper and. convenient for a world nn 
for its 1 Links: an 


earth. From thence, alſo, We the daily and 
annual returns of night and day, heat and cold, 
wet and dry, fo conſtant and regular. The wa- 
ter, in the firſt place, is equally diſtributed over 
the globe, and the ſalutary uſe of the winds is felt 
over every part of the earth. We ſhould be de- 
prived of all thoſe advantages if our earth had 
any other form. In ſome countries it would be a 
paradiſe, in others a chaos; one part of it would 
be ſwallowed up in water, the other burnt up with 
the heat of the ſun. In certain countries they z 
| would be expoſed to furious tempeſts, which would 
deſtroy every thing, whilſt they would be ſtifled in KC 
other places by the want of air, the current of = 
- which would be nearly ſtopped. One part of the 4 
earth would enjoy the benign influence of the ſun, 4 
whilſt the other would be frozen with cold. What 
pride and ignorance ſhould we not betray, if we 
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Jobe, E and if it 

* were not disfigured by ſo many mountains? We 
ſometimes think that the form of the earth would 
be much more regular, that our fight would ex- 
tend farther, that we ſhould travel more conve- 
niently, and enjoy many other advantages, if the 
earth were only one vaſt plain. But, 
| we are miſtaken in this opinion. Let us then in- 
quire into it, and reflect on the uſe of mountains, 
in order to ſee if there be any reaſon to be diſcon- 
 tented with the preſent arrangement of our 
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: In the firſt place, it is evident that itis from the- 
mountains and hills that the fprings flow, which 
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7 7 ˙ tt. ate. Bt Ate „ oy 8 "= — 8 > 5 _— EE 1 


* 


—— THE | 


6 ew 


They keep up the courſes of great and ſmall 1 riv- 
ers. 'Thoſe chains of high mountains which ex- 
tend from eaſt to weſt, and which traverſe a great 


tract of country, ſerve to prevent the diſperſion of 


vapours, and to condenſe them into water. They 


areas ſo many ſtills, which prepare 
| water Feet, for theuſs of man and bead. Their 


| they water and fertilize. Beſides this inctimable. 
mountains. procure. us, anc mk many 3 
They ſerve for dwellings and afford ſubſiſtance to 


On the fides of mountains there grow trees, plants, 
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and an innumerable quantity of falptary herbs 


and roots, which are not cultivated with equal fuc- 


ceſs in the plains, or have not the ſame virtues. It 


ner, the bulwarks of nature, to ſhelter countries 


ramparts and natural 


z in the bowels of the mountains that metals and 
minerals are formed. Mot emis are, in a man- 


: againſt the fury of ſeas and ſtorms ; and, like 
iications, they protect 
ſeveral ſtates from the invaſion of enemies, and the 


ambition of conquerors. They perhaps preſerve 
che balance of our globe. It is true that ſome of 
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nei of God ; ſince the bleſſings which we derive 
from them are greatly ſuperior to the evils which 


: ſafficient to make our lives fad and 


. 


wotrs or naruas. | 


They occaſion many ſhocks and earthquakes ; and 


on 
1 
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But though there ſhould be ſome incon- 
| againſt the wiſdom and good- 


they occaſion. . In this reſpe&, then, we have no 
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to the earth, the m 


d by the of the ſun's rays and the far- 


4 cher it is from us the colder it is. The rain that 
e falls from a higher region, brings to the lower a 
refreſhing coolneſs, of which we always feel the 
_ agreeable effects when it has rained. It is alſo to 
the rain that we muſt partly impure the origin of 
fountains, wells, lakes, and rivers. Every body 
knows in what abundance we are ſupplied with 
thoſe ſeveral ſources of water in the wet and rainy 
ſeaſons ; whereas they. evapoilte during a long 
drought. But to feel how uſeful and neceſſary 
rain is, we need only obſerve how the earth and 
vegetables languiſh for want of theſe fraitful |, 
ſhowers, without which every thing would periſh. 
Rain is in many reſpetts the food of vegetables. It 
circulates in the finer veins, and in the veſſels of 
e 
* ficial juices which preſerve their life and give them 
growth. When it pours on mountains, it ſweeps, 


he from them a ſoft rich earth, which it depoſits in the 
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the an eln write os 
md  carnth.is fall of his-gooducts, Such is, without 
ife= doubt, the concluſion that we muſt all draw from 
wfe theſe reflections. And if from theſe we be led* to 
the adore and bleſs him, let us purſue the ſubjeR, hat 
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What Takes objedt ca can be a fight 
than a clear and ſereneſky ! Is not that beautiful 
vault extended over us ſufficient to fill every heart 
with admiration and delight ? But all the beauties 
of the ſky would diſappear, if, by the direction of 
the winds, the clouds ſhould come and draw a 
thick curtain before us. What are the fentiments 
which ſuch a revolution would create in us? Theſe 
are at leaſt what it ought to inſpire However | 
beautiful this ſcene which we . with ” 
ſuch delight, there are ſome icomparably : 
greater, of which no cloud can. deprive us, and 
which would make us ample amends for the 10 

of all others. For what are all the beauties of 
nature compared to the beauty of that great 
Being, in whoſe contemplation alone an immortal 

| Hirit can find felicity 1 It is not without deſign: 
chat God ſometimes deprives us for a while of 
_ thoſe things which give us moſt pleaſure. He 
then teaches us to ſeek our happineſs in him, and 

to conſider him as our ſovereign good; Befides, 

are not thoſe very privations often compenſated 
by many outward advantages? Thoſe clouds 
which conceal from us the beauty of the ſky, are 
the ſources of beneficent rains, which render the 0 
earth fruitful. Let us remember this; and every 7 
8 time chat adverfity makes our days * and 
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the cauſe of our deſtruction. Let us therefore 
' thank our heavenly Father for refuſing us gifts, 


bat Ho i. $6 HON I. oor « 


| heavenly Father, inſtruments of future happineſs. 

| Let us alſo confider rain as the image of the gifts 
of fortune: For beneficial as moderate rains ma, 
be they are equally hurtful if they laſt too long, 
or come unſeaſonably. So it is in reſpect to earth-- _ 


ly goods, too great abundance of which might be 


which we M Pkt afterwards find to be real puniſh- 


ments. Let us learn to be content with all the 
diſpenſations of a wiſe and gracious Providence 


in the government of the word. God only can 


know the manner in which his bleſſings can beſt 
be beſtowed. He ſendeth forth his command- 
ments to the clouds, and they fly to execute the 
will of their-Creator. Shall man dare to under- 
take to direct their courſe, though perhaps the 
| leaſt conſiderable part in the ordinance of the 
world? How then can we be raſh enough to 
blame the ways of Providence on much more Im: 
I —_— 1 IM | 
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*: See how the ſtreams advancing to the main 


. Through crooked channels draw 1-4" hong 

| While lingering thus they in meanders glide thi 
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| take up in our globe, we find that they deprive us o 

a great part of the continent. Some are diſcontent 

in what due proportion the Creator has ed On 

 egery thing upon our globe, they would conclude, tra 
wo 
tho 


It muſt be obſerved, in the firſt place, that the | * 
water of rivers affords a very wholeſome drink to if 
man. Spring or pump water, when it has been 
long and without motion under ground, looſens me: 
and inſenſibly carries away with it ſome particles 
which may prove hurtful to the body ; but river | 7 
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waters „ which is ab 
: ways in motion, is purified from all dirt, and by 
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many machines and mills ſhould we be deprived, 
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that. nouns becomes the mol W 5 


well as the l of our fields? 


when the eee Dont 
ſmalleſt rivulet cools the air around it, and makes 


it extremely agreeable ; and what an aſtoniſhing ' 
difference between a country well watered, and 


One is a barren dry defert ; the other, on the con- — 
trary, is in ſome ſort a garden of delights, where 
woods and vallies, meadows and fields, Fun x 2 ; 4 


thouſand beauties, and the molt Try warms 5 1 


How uleful are ES to commerce ! Of 1 


if they were not put in motion by rivers! How 


many kinds of delicate fiſh we ſhould want, if 
they did not furniſh us with abundance of them! 


But, it will be ſaid, if there were no rivers, we 
ſhould eſcape thoſe inundations which do ſo much 


* 


1 hs „ 5 
N 8 [ 
4 2 rh . 


eo 


* 


| The Sex does next demand our view, and ww. 
No leſs the marks of perſad Kill appear. 


| The ſpacious hollow where the Waves _ 


a * Does in its womb the floating treaſures * 


And all the raging regiments reſtrain 


: la ſtated limits, that the ſwelling main | 
0 ingriumph o'er the frontier ride, 
the land liveatious ſpread it tide.” | 
_ Bracknonr. 


Tino Ocean is chat general clleion of water 
which ſurrounds the whole cart. | 


| The chief things obſervable of it are its vaſtneſ7, 
which is ſo oonſidet able as to cover nearly two 
thirds of the 4: + abi. marks NEL its 


faltnefs ; and i its tides. _ 2 


Its depth is not - equal. In ſome places naviga- | 
tors ag HOY $2 ent with Wie of ance i 
ſeven hundred and eighty fathom , 


* The Com rag 12 is happy in knowing that the ſubje@ of 
the deepneſs of the ocean has employed the inveſtigation of 
the How. James WinTaxoy, Eſq. of Cambridge; from 
wham the public may expect ſome ingenious, learned, and | 
philoſophic diſquiſitions upon this and other particulars in 
Phyſics which have diſcouraged or baled former inquirers. 
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the degree of faltneſs differs much in different cli 
i | mates, and is greateſt in the equatorial regions, 
| Where the heat of the ſun is greateſt, and conſe- 
no quently the evaporation of the water greateſt. In 
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| a ſubje& of inquiry among hilofophe 
} | e bt i il remains undetermined. 
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3 pogo rar ee 
. was the ſtate of the ſea at any conſiderable diſ- 
tance of time, Hor Wes os whether ts de- 
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wiſe and good reaſon. Freſh water muſt be in 
continual and quick motion to keep it from putri- 
1 fying and ſtinking; but the channels of the ocean 
. are ſo large as render them incapable of a fwift 
Current; fo chat ir can have no more motion than 
is given it by the winds, the reciprocation of the 
= : 3 of the carth about its own 
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uʒt Wm To Aw this: want of motion, there- 1 
u- fore, the water is made falt, which produces the x5 3 
ns, Bane an 25 motion would Gs, and is Rparaned - 
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\Of the 2d rd ofthe ee = more yr: 
ticular account will be given i in the next article. - 
„ 
5 C 
en great and wige fea: It is not an uſeleſs waſte of 
oſt rer 
ern nne 
to deſcend again in ſhowers or ſprinkling dews, to 
n NEIIne 1 
+ 
Aas We reeds eh 
”—_ the ſeveral countries all over the face of the 
earth are ſo well ſupplied with ſtreams and rivers. 
CE 
of ſeparation between diſtant countries, it 
deed the centre of commerce for all nations. pa 
whereas people could not go by land from one 
end of the world to the other without infinite fa- 
tigue, and numberleſs dangers ; but, by crofling 
the ocean in ſhips, the old world holds connection 
with the new, and they mutually ſupply each other 
with the comforts and conveniences of life. N 
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J FF. and comemplate iy ps Go 

! whole waves chaſe one another down like 
| the generations of men, and, after a momentary 
1 | ſpace, are immerged forever in oblivion ! 3 
-- world, and witte they en nations whom a 
nearer connection would involve in eternal war, 
1 — 


dupplayeſt! Whether we view thee when every 
= wind is huſhed, when the ſilvers the level 
4 Une of the horizon, or when its evening. tract is 
* | marked with flaming gold, and thy unrippled 
boſom reflects the radiance of the 

heavens | or whether we behold' thee in thy ter- 
| Tors; when. the black tempeſt fiveeps thy ſwell- 
ing dillows, and the boiling ſurge mixes with the 
clouds; when death rides the ſtorm, and human- 
_ ity drops a fruitleſs tear for the poiſing mariner 
3 3 


« And yet, mighty 1 deep! "is thy ſurface alone one 
we view. Who ——_— the ſecrets of thy 
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flux and reflux of thy tides, which from the be- 
inning of the world were never known to err, 
how does it ſhrink at the idea of that divine power 


whoſe omnipotent voice hath fixed the limits © g 
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. "LEM {ond es aint has ware world dues. - | 
8 25 e eee them ebb and flow.” ; 
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<a k ; arenas an mes chile province gave, 
os” E the ike wats 7 : 
_ Endu'd her with ſuch juſt degrees of power, 8 
_ As might his aims and wiſe deſigns procure,— 7 
* Might agitate and work the troubled deep, 

1 And rolling waters from corruption keep z 95 
e But not impel them o'er their bounds of ſand, 
| | Nor force the waſteful deluge o'er the land.” 
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Tux greateſi part of the ſurface of the earth is | tc 
covered with water, which is called the ſea ; and bit 
that immenſe collection is very diſtinct from lakes | & 
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and rivers. Theſe contain more or leſs water, ac- 
cording tothe different ſeaſons ; whereas in the ſea 
ſtztce quantity of water is almoſt always the ſame ; 
| but we obſerve the ſea increaſe and decreaſe twice 
every day, according to certain rules. When it 
comes to a certain height in a port it ſoon begins 
to decreaſe : This decreaſe continues for ſix hours, 
and the ſea is then at the loweſt ebb. At the end 
of ſix hours it begins again to riſe, and this in- 
| creaſe laſts alſo ſix hours; at the end of which the 


DJ 


ters. The motion of it is alſo much more con- 
| ſeaſons. On the contrary, the tides are much 
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the end of thirty days, which is the time from one 


f 5 . "Then 


it ſinks again for fix hours, to fell again for the 
ſame time; ſo that in the ſpace of twenty-four 
hours the ſea twice riſes and falls, and is alternate - 


ly at the greateſt and leaſt height. This regular 


and alternate motion of the ſea, which riſes to- 
wards the ſhore and 7 nat — is rr "in" 
flux and reflux. a: 


be "Ion I TOON ALSO 
it is called the flux; and the return of the water 
towards the main is called the reffux. It is a re- — 
markable circumſtance that the tide is regulated 
according to the courſe of the moon. The tide 
is eie viſe higher towrurdsths time cfthe 
new and full moon, and is lower during the quar- 


is particularly obſervable in the ocean, where the 
water fills a great ſpace ; but is much leſs ſo in 
limited ſeas, ſuch as the Mediterranean. Finally, 
the interval between the flux and reflux is not ex- 
actly ſix hours; it is eleven minutes more; ſo that 
theſe revolutions do not happen the next day, at 
the ſame moment, but three quarters of. an hour 
later. They do not return, at the ſame hour, till 
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phenomenon, is that the flux and reflux have ſome 
conneckion with the motions of the moon. Tides i 
are occaſioned by the Attraction of the fun and | 
moon, and eſpecially of the moon. It is always | 


K. pardonable ignorance not to be able -to explain 
"IE: perfectly the laws and the courſe of nature; but it 
is an inexcuſable want of attention and gratitude 
wen e on. the eee een are; 
and thoſe gr » have upon our earth, 
| or to forget what we one 19 hee ficent Father 
of Nature. . —— 
nal nn. of the 8 
til. 3 A ˙ ts 

_ ice but, en e hails acts was 
ter, there might reſult from | a putrefaction in the 
baſon of the ſea, which, is the reſervoir for all the 
waters of the earth to flow into. God has there- 
fore ordered the flux and reflux to prevent hurtful 
things ſettling there. The motion of the water 
_ riſing and falling, attenuates and ſeparates thoſe 
corrupted waters; and in order to preſerve. the 
ſea in its purity the flux and reflux mix and dif. 
ee ee ee Ck wont 
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ieligued and Guide phe be 85 oe 
itations of the earth, ah and fun. As the 


earth and moon move round a centre of motion b 
near the earth's ſurface, at the ſame time that ber 


it „ the ri 
neareſt this centre of motion between the earth and 
moon will be more attracted by the moon, and 
the waters on the oppoſite fide of the earth will be 


Jeſs attracted by the moon, than the central parts of 
the earth. Add to this that the centrifugal force 


of the water on the fide of the earth fartheſt from 


the centre of the motion, round which the earth 


and moon move . 


it is eafy to comprehend chat the water will riſe on 
two ſides of the earth, viz. on that neareſt to tlie 
moon, and its oppoſite ſide, and that it will be flat · 
tened in conſequence at the quadratures and thus 


produce two tides in every lunar day, which con · 
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Theſe Sides will alſo be afſeied by the 8 


raddion 9 coincides 
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the ſurface of che earth) is greater than on the 
oppoſite ſide of the earth. From both theſe cauſes 
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r in the fyzygles,® or 
in oppoſition and conjunction, at the time of the 
| equinoxes, we have the higheſt tides of all, becauſe 
8 4 ſten the ſun is in the plane of the equator, and 
path is nearer to the ſun in winter than in ſum- 

mer, theſe tides happen rather before the vernal 

er and fer the ann . 

5 1 d 
= 1 tions of that unruly element with ſo much exact- 
= ; neſs and proportion ? A Jak more motion in te 
N T3, Kalt then be » l a ha 
| ſet to the ſea its unmoveable boundary, which it 
has kept through a ſeries of ſo many ages, and 
te ee e Doan 
wo farther 7 
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1 of a circumſtance, which is much connected with 
5 this phenomenon: Our life is but a flux and reffox. G 


% 5 ' * Theſe rs the points of the Moon's orbit in which the 
| a 8 


We Lew. 
then take care not to be drawn into the abyſs 3 
and let us endes vor to gain the happy port, the ud. _ 
fmiling and cheerful ſhores. On the other hand, ” 
let us bleſs God that our evils and anxieties are of 
ſhort n. An exceffive and laſting grief or 
Finn bitle compatible with e our nature as 2 | 
are certainly an advantage to us. Nel : 

throngh the whole courſe of our lives, an unin- 

terrupted felicity, we might eaſily grow proud, 

and forget God. As, on the other hand,a continual 

train of diſgraces and misfortunes would fink us 5 
entirely, and harden our hearts. Let us then bleſs a 
our heavenly Father for his wiſe decrees ; and 
endeavor to conduct ourſelves through life, in proſ- 
perity or adverſity, in a manner worthy of oug 
W e 
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© And, throu 221 _ burſt the folid cliffs, 3 
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Our e e ten Ls of Gy 
ſhocks 

On a 
| by the exploſion of volcanos. Theſe commotions = 
are felt only at ſmall diſtances, and only when the 
| volcanos work before the entire eruption. As 
A zr 
: A and blaze, the fire makes 
1 on all fides 3 and if it do not naturally 
a vent, it raiſes the earth and makes itſelf a 
ä Lan by throwing it up with violence. But this 
3 jb es extends only for the ſpace of a 
— They ſhake the earth like the explo- 
N eie e of powder, which produces a 
, and a ſenſible commotion at ſeveral leagues 


diſtance, Int there is another ſort of carthquakes, 


1 2 


cauſe alſo, I mean thoſe terrible ones which are 

felt at great diſtances, and which ſhake a long 
1 track of x eee e 

eruption appearing. There are inſtances of earth- =— 
quakes which have been felt at the fame time in i 
1 oy 
much more in length than in breadth. They ſhake 
a chain or zone of land, with more orlefs violence 
in different parts, and are generally attended with 
a hollow noiſe like a heavy carriage rolling with 
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The following obſervations man explain the | - K 
_ of this ſort of earthquakes; All in- ] 
duces 1 Aa great — ob 
or elaſtic fluid. The air produced by fire is ſo 
very much rarified that it muſt cauſe very violent 
effects, when it has. been long ſhut up and com- 
preſſed in the bowels of the earth. Suppoſe then . 
that at a very conſiderable depth, there ſhould b 
- combuſtible matter which ſhould take fire by ſome 
means; it muſt of courſe ſeek a vent; and if it 
find none it occaſions the moſt violent ſhocks. It 
is impoſſible to expreſs how fatally dreadful this 
| ſort of earthquakes is. Of all the deſolations, of 
all the cataſtrophes upon earth, there are none ſo 
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_ baffle all human foreſight and prudence, as theſe 
© earthquakes. - When rivers overflow their banks, 


4 


and ſweep away whole villages, there is ſtill ſome | 
reſource ; it is poſſible to eſcape upon mountains, 
or to the upper part of houſes : whereas the ca- 
lamity of which we ſpeak extends itſelf with an 
irreſiſtible power over a whole country, and ſwal- 
EI eee ee 
unn tet 


"Lond ad AER ae tcnn rn ine tha; 
when thou diſplayeſt thy power ! The earth trem- 
bles before thee, and is ſhaken. 'The foundations 


| of the mountains are troubled, and quake when 


thy anger is kindled. The mountains tremble and 


the hills vaniſh. The earth quakes at thy preſence, 


and all who inhabit it. Thy anger ſpreads like 
fire, and tho rocks are ſplit aſunder before thee. 
Who would not fear thee, O Ruler of the earth! 
Yes, Lord, we acknowledge and adore thy ſove- 
reign Majeſty. Thy judgments are incompre- 
| Henfible'; but, at the ſame . 
nne £24 


. 
frightful or amore in nature, all the apparent evil, 
. 


/ 


with ſure confidence upon thy fatherly care. 
Though even the world ſhould be 


though the mountains ſhould fall and fink into 


the ſea, thou ſhouldeſt ſtill be my ſupport, my 
ſtrength, and my refuge. Let me only poſſeſs a 


olation on the earth. I will do more. I will reſt 
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1 ——" Yoder comenthe your ng of ay, 
_ Rejoicing in the caſt. The leſſening cloud, 
The kindling azure, and the mountain's brow 
Mum ee eee ; 
ver x . 5 5 
Have you ever been a witneſs of the fuperh 
_ - phenomenon which the riſing ſun each day af- 
 fords? Or has idleneſs, the love of ſleep,” or a 


faulty indifference, prevented you from contem- 1 


plating this wonder of nature? Perhaps you may 
be ranked amongſt the multitude of people who 

never thought a ſight of the Aurora worth the 
facrifice of ſome hours ſleep. Perhaps you are 
like many others, who, fatisfied with the hight of 
the ſun, do not trouble themſelyes with i 5 
into the cauſe of this great effect. Or laſtly, per- 
haps you are as inſenſible as millions of your fel- 

low creatures, who have it in their power to be- 
| Hold this glorious object every day, ſee it without 
being ſtruck with it, or without its raiſing any idea 


eee ſun ought to ereite in your foul. 
There is no phenomenon in nature more beautiful 
can invent, the fineſt decorations, the moſt-por- 
pous equipage, the moſt ſuperb ornaments in the 
palaces of kings, vaniſh and ſink to nothing when 
compared to this beauty of nature. At firſt, it 
is the eaſtern region of the {ky which is clothed in 
the purple of Aurora, and announces the ſun's 


approach. The air by degrees takes the bloom 


of a roſe, and then ſhines with the luſtre of gold. 


Afterwards the rays of the fun pierce through the 
- miſt, and with them light and heat are ſpread over 


the whole horizon. At laſt the ſun appears in all 
the ſplendor of majeſty. It riſes viſibly higher and 


higher, and the earth aſſumes a different aſpect. 


Every creature rejoices, and feems to receive a 


new life. The birds, with ſongs of joy, falute the 
ſource of light and day. Every animal begins to 


move; and all feel themſelves auimated ed der 


| rength and ſpirit 
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Et. _ courſe as to produce the happy revolution of 
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To where the violet fades into the ſky.” . 


Warn the ſun reflects its rays on drops of 
water which fall from the clouds, and we are 
ced with our, backs to the ſun, and with the clouds 
oppolite to us, we obſerve a rainbow. We may 
conſider the drops of rain as little tranſparent 
on which the rays fall, and are twice refracted or 


colors in the rainbow. They are ſeven in number, 


green, blue, purple, and violet. Theſe colors 
appear ſo much the more lively, as the cloud 
behind is darker, and yhe drops of rain fall the 
cloſer. The drops falling continually produce a 
every moment, and, as each ſpecta- 
fitnation whence he obſerves 
on, it ſo happens, that two men 
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.,, CONTEMPLATIONS, 1 


cannot, properly ſpeaking, ſee the ſame rainbow. 5 
n haſt ovly fo long as the drops of "a 
TOA x ES © > ahenomgctent 2 
of nature, it is one of the fineſt ſi ghts imaginable. 

It is a picture the moſt beautifully colored of any il 
which the Creator has expoſed to our ſight. But We 
when we reflect that God has made this meteor a 
fign of his pardon, and of the covenant which he a 
vouchſafed to make with mankind, we find fubjet || = 
for more than, ons ng reflection. Again; 
I have the rain pouring | | 

fun ſhining behind me. Such is the image of my 
life! nun e eee 5 
vin cheering and reviving bean- : 1 


"x 


2 
| | Palo through, mie d l ems 
And thus a road reciprocal diſplaxg 
2 riſing vapours and deſcending day. ITS x 
| Phowerhewidh Author's providential care,, . 
Who did the filmy ſtructure fo contrive —© 
That it might life to breathing creatures 21 I as 
| | Through ll i wining chand ern 5 
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yades and ſurrounds all our globe. Without 
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is fo neceſlary to their exiſtence that 
vegetate in an exhauſted receiver. | 
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Tn ſhort, air is of uſe ta che life and breathing 
of all animated beings ; to the vegetation of plants; 
to the motion of © mals; to the forma- | 


3 


and diſperſing of thoſe noxious effluvia which ex- 


hale from different bodies; to the propagation | 
and conveyance of ſounds, and to give us the ſenſe 
of hearing. Without air we could not be able to 
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How —55 we the trees s of Gop > that grow 


deen. 


which the ſurface of the earth preſents to our 


eyes. It is true, that at firſt ſight, it is a wild ſort 
Annan e e eee 
ude. But tog a well informed obferver, 


who thinks every thing beautiful that is good and 
uſeful, there will appear a thouſand objects in 
— attention. Nothing invites us more 
agg vt grandeur and beauty of nature 
a ſolitary wood. The pleaſing ſhade and 


* enjoy, lead us to collect our thoughts, 


and awaken the 
variety of the trees are the firſt 9 
their difference of height than by t heir ir different 


 fems, forms, and leaves the reſinous pine does 


not excel in the beauty of its leaves; 
row and a ee but they laſt a Je 
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onze or forks. 
e tree, 8 ah, and the 
beech, is much more beautiful and varied: their 
green is. admitable ; it relieves and "charms the 
fight. The broad indented leaves of ſome of 
theſe trees form a fine contraſt. with he nar- 
row fibrous leaves of others. We have but an 
imperfect knowledge of their manner of multiply- 
ing, and the uſe of their fruit. How numberleſs 


the ways in which wod is uſeful? The flow 


growing oak, the leaves of which are later than 
any other tree, affords the hardeſt and ſtr 


wood; which art has taught the carpenter, joiner, 


and carver, to work into a variety of uſeful forms 
ſerves for other purpoſes ; and 28 it is in more 
plenty, and grows quicker, it is alſo of more gen- 
eral uſe. It is to the foreſt trees we owe our 
— ſhips, and fuel, with many conveniences 


rr 


2s for other neceſſaries of life. The induſiry of 


man has taught him to poliſh, ſhape, turn, carve, 
and form wood into a multitude Anme 
| and fold. JJ a To OB 


| Divine yiſdom has diſperſed ads 
| in more or les abundance all over the earth. * 
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Ne.  conviviviarions on THE „ 


others the) take up ſeveral leagaes, and raiſe their 
majeſtic heads to the clouds. The ſcarcity of 
2 wood in certain countries is compenſated by its 


E- 


> in others. Neither the conſtant uſe 

made of it fo laviſhly by mankind, nor the ravages 
of accidental fires, nor ſevere winters have yet 
exhauſted theſe. rich gifts of nature ; for even a 
few ſcattered trees, and humble copſe, produce 2 


2 4 +: B : 3 
. 4 


e 3 ible in 
all this? How ſuperior is his wiſdom ! If we had 


r But 


the infinitely wiſe Being foreſaw the ſeveral wants 
of his creatures in their different ſituations. He 


zuchſafed to think of us before we could feel our 


wants, of were able to expreſs them. He antici- 
pated all of them. It is not leſt to the care of 
man to plant or keep up foreſts. Moſt other things 
are obtained only by labor. The ground muſt 


the farmer much trouble and labour. But God 


has reſerved to himſelf the trees of the foreſts. It 
is he who plants and preſerves them. They grow | 


Fair their loſſes continually by new ſhoots, and | 
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is always enough to ſupply our wants. To 
be convinced of this, we need only calt our eye 


on the ſeed of the linden tree, the maple, and 
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which raiſe their heads to the yery clouds. It is 
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peſts. It is thou chat ſendeſt dew and rain fuffi- 
cient to mals GO one] NEALE verdure, 
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That navigate a fea that knows no Pans - 
+7255 a a vault-unſulied with a cloudy _ 8 
RTE Ye, from your lofty elevation views - * vo: 
.. DiſtinQly, ſcenes inviſible to man, 4 ; wg 5 
2 bene. of whole birth no tidings _— 


ders, hie h muſt ras the aſtoniſhment So every 
_ attentive obſerver.” But whence comes it that ſo 
few conſider the firmament with attention? I am 
willing to believe that, in general, it proceeds from 
"ignorance ; for it is impoſſible to be convinced 
of the greatneſs - e honed without 
x a — almoſt EA 71 : 
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1 Gioughts, inwards the RY 11 will 

* enough to name to you the immenſe bodies | 

"which are ſtrewed in that ſpace, to fill you with TRI 

|  ” aſtoniſhment at the greatneſs of the anificer. It wt 
V in the center of our ſyſtem that the sun is eſtab- Ai 
| liſhed. That body is more than a million of times | ſeen 
ger than the earth. It is above ninety-five | 0. 
O© millions of miles diſtant from it, and notwith- that 
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Herſchel, Saturn, Jupiter, Mara, the Eu, Venus, 
and Mercury, are the names of the ſeven principal 


planets. Of theſe ſeven Mercury is neareſt the fun, 


being at the diſtance of about. thi 


ot miles/; and for that reaſon is moſtly inviſible 
to the aſtronomer. As he is about-fourteen times 
ſmaller than our earth, he contributes but little to 


adorn the ſky... Venus follows him, and is ſome- 
times called. the morning and ſometimes the even- 
ing ſtar. It is one of the brig; 


ary planet. Mars, which is the fourth planet, is 


three times ſmaller than our globe; and its di 
ance from the ſun is one hundred and forty-fopr ; 
millions of miles. Jupiter, with its belts is always 


diſtinguiſhed by its ſplendor in the ſtarry ſky :.It 


ſeems in ſize to ſurpaſs all the fixed ſtars ; ibis al. 
moſt as bright as Venus in all her glory, except 
that the light of it i leß brilliant than the morn» | 
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teſt of the heavenly 
bodies, whether it precedes . the riſing or. ſucceeds 
the ſetting ſun. It is fomewhat fmaller than the 
earth, and is about ſixty-eight millions of miles 
diſtant from the fun, After Yenur comes our 
earth, round which the moon moves, as feen. 
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; which accompany it, is but a very ſmall part of 
the immenſe fabric of the . Gr 
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| Teleſcopes have opened to us new points in the 


_—_— 


the ſtars being ſo many ſuns, which can give light, 
animation, and heat to other globes, is it probable 
that God ſhould have 2 that faculty for 


— WORKS or NATURE. 8 
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alone make us already know that the ſtars muſt be 


farther from us than the planets. Their apparent 
What then muſt the ſtars be? Their prodigious 
diſtance and their brightneſs tA us, they are ſuns 
which reflect as far as to us, not a borrowed Ight, 
but their own light; ſuns, which the Creator has 
ſowed by millions in the immeaſurable ſpace ; and 


each of which is accompanied by ſeveral terreſtrial 


globes, which it is deſigned to illuminate. All 


alert pieyes;evem. eee ee ee 
having produced worlds alſo to enjoy their benign 


which in a mere ſpeck, with ſo many living crea- 


tures, would he have placed in the immenſe ſpace 


ſp many deſert globes ? No certainly: Perhaps 


be 
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ec. of thate fixed fare, mhichove Pt gen dar 


ſee 8 us, fave e WE PR different forts of 
creatures: and n r, our earth, with 


cence. of the works, of, God. Perhaps from all 
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praife and thankſgiving. It is true that theſe are 


only probable conjeQures ; yet to every true lover 
of God theſe conjectures muſt be moſt agreeable 


and moſt, delightful. How ſublime is this thought, 
that, excluſive off ſmall number of rational 


creatures which inhabic, his globe, there. are - 


finite numbers of them in thoſe worlds which ap- 


pear from hence to be but mere luminous ſpecks ! | 


Beyond this world there is an immenſity, in com- 


pariſon of which our globe, large as it is, muſt 


be reckoned as nothing. Souls without number 
exiſt there. All of them magnify the name of our 
great Creator; and all are as happy as/thkir deſ- 
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Let us ſtop here then, and reflect r 
mult be that Being who has created thoſe immenſe 
globes! who has regulated their courſe, — 
whoſe ä hand directs an nah them ! 

. 18 


PO.” 
-*, 
% = 
+4 ? 
iy 
Lp 
oy 


with the nt ne 1. er us, 
in compariſon with the beauty of the firmament ? 
If this earth were annihilated, 'its abſence would 


be no more obſerved than that of a grain of ſand 
from the ſea ſhore. What are provinces and 


kingdoms in compariſon of thoſe worlds? Noth- 
ing but atoms, which play in the air, and are 
ſeen in the ſunbeams. And what am I, when 1 
reckon myſelf among this infinite number of God's 


creatures? How am I loſt in my own 'nothing- 


neſs ! But however little T appear in this, how 


great do T find myſelf in other reſpects ! « How 


and reaſon.” I can contemplate the beauty of 
thoſe ſhining orbs. Still more, I am already, to 


| certain degree, acquainted with their ſublime 
Author; and I partly ſee ſome rays of his glory. 
1 will endeavor t6 be more and more acquainted 
with his works, and make it my employment, till 
by a glorious change I riſe above the ſtarry regions. 
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beautiful this ſtarry firmament, which God has 
thoſen for his throne ! What is more admifable 
| than the celeſtial bodies! Their ſplendor dazzles 
me; their beauty enchants me. However, all 
2 FÞs as it is, and richly adorned, yet is this 
* void of intelligence. It knows not its own 
beauty; whilſt I, mere clay, which God has 
moulded with his hands, am endowed with ſenſe 
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power, * cnonh dave Jorndadituie 

our heads? who could have given motion to thoſe 8 ledge 

1 immenſe globes ; that motion of inex- | fach 
; a motion which even the ſmall- 
elt grain of ſand could not have of itſelf ?-Whence 
ds that connection, «that beauty, and har 
mony, which ſhine through | 
whole ? Who preſcribed to thoſe immenſe bodies, 
thoſe laws which could not be diſcovered but by 
minds endowed with the greateſt ſagacity ? Self 
„independent, and eternal Being ! it is 
thee to whom the celeſtial bodies owe their exiſt- 
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What ſublime ideas muſt riſe in our ſouls, when 
we think of theſe great objects If the heavens and * 
all their hoſt have ſo much magnificence, beauty, 
and majeſty, that the eye can never be ſatisfied with 
" BY contemplating, nor the mind with admiring them, 
what muſt be 2% beauty, THOU ETERNAL BEING, 
of whoſe ſplendor and glory theſe creatures are Y 
but faint and imperfe& images! What muſt be _ = 
the incomprehenſible extent of thy knowledge and 4 
underſtanding, fince thou ſeeſt with one glance the =_ 
whole immenſe ſpace, all the numberleſs bodies in ” 
it, and art ſo intimately acquainted with the nature I 
| and properties of all the beings which thou haſt 1 
ledge muſt be in thee, O Loan who haſt formed 
ho great muſt thy power 
þ be, to be able to guide and direck, according to | 
all by thy breath ! and to preſerve all by thy | 


23A „%%é“ ⁵ð ͥ IE COR 


* * _ * = * ; 
: * Ny 2 4 7 * + * Foy mY TH «Gi; " 
* * * * N 1 
8 25 "i 7 8 : le ++ — A 9 ; her 
: hg g - » y 
* : A a 
A * 


** 


Hoe clear the clondleſs ky !. bow deeply ting d 
„ 


* 


grows, and the darker the bright azure of the ſuy 
appears. If we could riſe as high as pure ther, 
this color would be entirely loſt. The ſky would 
ſeem to us as black as at night; for all objects 
that do not tranſmit to us any rays of light appear 
' ſo.® W eee e ce 
appear blue to u. Ns 
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diſpoſition of the atmoſphere to _refle& towards 


the carth the blue rays of light more copiouſly 


than. the rays of other colors, However pale and 
light the blue rays of light may be, there falls ſo 
great a quantity ot them on our eyes, when we 


are iii the open air, that the — 
„ rp pagpnt 7 


as F 
It may from hence be concluded that, even to the 
very color of the ſky, there is no phenomenon in 
nature, in which we may not diſcover order, utili- 
ty, and a wiſe purpoſe. As the color of green is 
the beſt that the Creator could have choſen for the 
ornament of the earth, ſo is the fine azure blue of 


the ſky the moſt calculated to charm the eye. 


How dreadful is the appearance of the ſky when 
covered with ſtormy clouds ! but what beauty, 
majeſty, and ſimplicity in the color of it, when 
the weather is calm and ſerene ! The apartments 
of kings, decorated by the moſt ſkilful painters, 
a are nothing when compared to the majeſtic ſim- 
_—_— of the celeſtial vault. When the eye has 
for any time contemplated the beauties of the 
earth, it is ſatiated and tired; but the more we 


contemplate the heavens 55 more — we 
And in chem. 
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. The clouds diſperſe and 8 — + 
| | Darkneſs gives place to the victorious light. 
| ff ² Dll 


Or all the parts of the em of 2 world the 
Sun. is the moſt intereſting to us. It is of a ſpher- 
ical figure, and is compoſed of a luminous ſub- 


ſtance which ſeems to be ine xhauſtible. By means 


of good teleſcopes ſpots have been diſcovered on 
its ſurface, which by their motion, ſhow that it 


turns round its axis in about twenty-five days, 


ten hours. The ſun is about ninety- five millions 


of miles diſtant from the earth, and about 


1,490,000 times as great as the earth, the circum- 
ference of which is about 25,000 miles. It illu- 


minates twenty-one opake globes called planets, 
which. revolve round it at different diſtances, and 


in different periodic times: ſeven of theſe are call- 


ed primary, and fourteen ſecondary planets. The 
neareſt planet to the ſun is Mercury, which is in a 


manner loſt in its rays, and therefore is ſeldom 
ſeen, and is the leaſt known of all the planets. 
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Venus is uri, 10 en 
E rope aan co ann 


others dark and dull. 


w / ,,,, odd ob. 


it ſets after the ſun. Next to Venus is the Zart, 


The earth is the abode of a multitude of crea- 
foſſils, plants, xc. The moon revolves round the 


earth in a particular orbit, and accompanies it in 
an nnen N 


are more brilliant than others, * 4 Hes 


through a good teleſcope, appear to caſt a ſhadow. 
The bright parts muſt therefore be higher than 


the dark parts; and they reſemble our mount- 
ali? —. WEIS 


The four laſt planets of the ſolar Fyſtem 


alles Jubiter, Saturn, and Herſchel, Jupiter 
has four moons, or ſatellites ; Saturn ſeven, and 


Herſchel two. Jupiter and Saturn are encom- 
paſſed with a number of faintly luminous belts ; 
and Saturn with 2 broad, flat, luminous ring, 


: r ſu ed the bright parts of the | 
moon to be land, nee ern 8 | 
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le diſtant from the ſun: 
en ib b een 


and twenty- four ſixteen hours, 
minutes, eleven ſeconds; a diurnal rotation in 


orins its annual revolution in three hun- 
and ty Roe fix hours, nine minutes, 
twelve ſeconds; its diurnal rotation in 'rwenty- 

_ three hours, 56 minutes, four ſeconds; and is in 


diameter 7920 miles. 5 | | a, 
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Mars, is 143,227,582 miles diſtant from the 
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zotation in nine hours and pz minutes 2 Fre 
n miles i m diameter. | } FOES ? rh 


. Saturn is $96,705:308. miles diſtant from = 


1 —— miles Abenden the 


ſun: performs his annual revolution in Sightye, 


three years, one hundred and ift 
n and. 1s 331954 n 


Ya 


'This wait domain of the or a 


rang e e 


"Guns are large op lie beds a 
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very 
elliptical orbits, all poſſible directions, ha long, 
fiery, tranſparent tails. Their number is . 
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fifty one minutes, eleven ſeconds : its diurnal ro- 
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part of the univerſe. For each of the fixed ſtars, 
the number of which is perhaps greater than the 
grains of ſand on the ſea ſhore, may be conſidered 
as a ſun, equal or ſuperior in magnitude, ſplendor, 
and influence to our own.” It is aſcertained that 
light employs abvur eight minutes in its paſſage 
from the fun to the earth. This is an aſtoniſhing 
velocity f it is moving through a ſpace of ninety- 
| five millions of miles in eight minutes, which is 
about a million of times fwifter than a cannon 
ball when it is firſt projected from the mouth of 
the piece 3 a rapidity tov great for the imagination 
to follow, or the mind to comprehend. And yet, 
ſurpriſing as ſuch a motion appears, there may be 
ET OE OD 
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heat ann e to fend forth 
moment from its We — it ill re. 
as at the firſt day. Well might the Prophet cry 
out Great ir the Loxy uh made it l Vilas 
muſt Hs be who dwelleth in light aacceſſibl b 
full of glory, whoſe works are o * „ 
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the naked eye. Some of theſe ſpot are pale and 
to the light which they reflect. The * 4 
light een Ga their i eee 
ſpots are probably vallies into which the ſhadows 


RR: Theſe diſcoveries, to which 


— The fize, the diſtance, and all 
that we know of it, gives us, on the contrary, a 


new proof of the unlimited power and wiſdom of 
our Creator. But . 
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—²* te was.it created only. to 


produce the flux and reflux of our ſeas,. — 4 


ſome advantages to our globe with which we are 
ſtill unacquainted ? Is it probable that a ſurface 
of ſome millions of leagues ſhould be without any 
living creatures ? Would the ſupreme Being have 
left that immenſe ſpace an empty deſert ? It would 
be inconſiſtent with the wiſdom and goodneſs 0: 
God. Let us rather believe that God has cltab- 
liſhed his empire in that planet, as well as amongſt 
us. Without doubt there gre inmumerable erea- 
tures upon it, who adore with us the ſame Lord 
and Father, who are, like ys, the objects of his 
. providential care, and for whoſe happineſs God 
provides with the ſame goodneſs as he does for 
ours. But as our knowledge in this reſpe# is till 
very imperfed, let us confine ourſelves to the 
advantages which accrue to us from the moon. 


The goodneſs of Providence towards man mani- 


feſts itſelf very ſenſibly in this caſe. The moon 
is placed r eee 
upon our earth than all the fixed ſtars together. 
We derive from it, not only an agreeable objedt, 
but a thouſand conveniencies and advantages. 
In what diſorder and confuſion ſhould we be, in 
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the moon, which is an opake body, and darkin 
itſelf, in a direct line between the 
fun and the earth. It then conceals from us part 
or the whole of that globe. The former is called 
a partial the latter a total eclipſe. Thus, 
the ſolar eclipſe is nothing more than the fitua- 
tion of the earth when the moon's ſhadow falls 
upon it. We mult not imagine that the fun is at 
that time really darkened: it is only concealed 


* 


from us. It retains its uſual ſplendor ; and all 
the difference is, that the rays which iſſue from 
it cannot reach us, becauſe the moon is placed be- 
that a ſolar eclipſe is never viſible at the ſame time 
in all parts of our earth ; it is greater in one 
country than in another, d, i Places, it is 

not ſeen at all. 
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too far from us to be perceived ſeparately by the | 
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nttalnthe height £296 millions of mike. that 
1 nn Rill appear only like ſhin. | 
it is nox a chimerical idea, but is a fa which has 1 
dwoe ſhall be about the rvaty-firſt of Jake 3 and 
notwithſtanding that difference we did not per- 

ceive any difference of ſize in thoſe ſtars. This 

milky way, fo inconſiderable in compariſon of the 

whole ſpace of the heavens, is ſufficient to prove 

OE | What ave thoſe fare * . 
menſe quantity of globes and worlds which roll 
bn the en? A late ingenious aſtronomer, 

* Wat of remarkable power, has 
jecure /this account of the 
milky way, and fays, That even our ſun, and 
| r forms but 


v D 
* 5 
s 


erer 


2 


7 
8 


N _ 
3 


5 . 4 * 
N 4 4 


> _ 


Kd 


5 


_ Works: Ss rest. 


— — e « — . . ˙˖˙¼⅛‚1,««;cK é .. i A AD Ia 


e . grace 5 5 high expanſion, => 
By their on beams and unprecarious light, __ 
* Though ſome near neighbors ſeem, and ſome . 
- Vaited luſtre in the milky way, 

At a vaſt diſtance from each other lie e 
aner ſpacious voids of liquid. fe. of 
All theſe illuſtrious worlds, and more. i 
- "Which by the tube aſtronomers explore, 
— r 


"Are — nn ——— . 48 
Fe of various magnitude obey.” 
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IT. is 3 eee but alſo 


through ſelf love and pride, that we give the name 
of woa rp only to one of the leaſt parts of the uni- 
verſe ; perſuading ourſelves that our globe alone 
the ſun was made merely to 


communicate to ws. its lght and bert, and that 


moon and ſtars have no other « deſtination than 
t of lighting our nights, and ee the trav- 
eller his way. The contemplation of the fixed 
ſtars is ſufficient to contradict this ridiculous opin- 
ion. It is probable, that thoſe "Wi bodies, are 


- 
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to us, they would be of no uſe the greateſt part of 
the year. The 
nights that are light from other ecauſes, would 
make them uſeleſs. Thoſe ſtars alſo; which the 
naked eye cannot diſcover, from their great diſ- 
| of no uſe ; and the 
purpoſe aſcribed to them would be better 
merge Ax the. in, 


of to us, eithee Fr yh 
muſt be allowed, that we could not poſſihiy ac- 
count for the of thoſe numerous ſuuna, if no 
) e "ue edna 7 themſelves 
conchifion will appear {ill more natural, if wg 

: on our ſolar ſyſtem. We have 
obſerved chat the moon in ſome things 
reſembles this earth. That there; as well as here, 


mountains and vallies are to be ſeen. Such affin- 


ities as theſe authorize us to admit 
ſuppoſe allo in the moon, rivers, ſons, ninetals, 


pln bats ho) to » n the rms aoul 
them. And as each ſtar has, to all appearance, 
like our fun, ity, patticular planets ; and as theſe 
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and adore their Maker. 


proſpect that opens to us of that future ſtate, 
we ſhall be intec 


4 


with theſe worlds, 


or and Rate of all thee works! 
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»Rven the blue down the purple plum bree, 8 
0 hg world OTIS fight confounds, Þ* . 
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Navin" in mall objects what the is 
ones. Der unn > He Sa. 7c 22 
tion of the mite than in that of the ele- : þ 
phant. . The only difference is that the weakneſs mon 
of our light prevents us from E into the had 
nature and organization of bodies, which plar 
often eſcape our eyes, and which we can percebre fro: 
only by the aſſiſtance of glaſſes. {ſcopes have hav 
bef 

oe 


,. 


made. us acquainted. with a new world © 
tables and animals. They teach us that objects 
which the naked eye cannot diſcover, have extent, 
parts, and form. Let us mention ſome examples 


ma 


of it, to lead us to praiſe God, whoſe glory mani- > 
ſeſts itſelf ſo y in ſmall objets. Every | yi 


n 


bodies. It preſents. a thick foreſt of trees 


does not become white till it has blown. Yop 
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with-onr. eyes only, but by the aſſiſtance of a glaſs 
we may obſerve that exery grain is different both 
in fize and ſhape. Some are perfectly round, 
others ſquare, others conical, but moſtly irregular, 
And what is ſtill more aftoniſhing- is, that by 
ans, of a microſcope, which makes objects ap- 


pear many times larger than they are, we may dis 


cover, in the grains of ſand, a new animal world: 
For it has been found, that their cavities contain 


inſeds. In cheeſe, * there are little worms called 


wil, with a microſcope, they are proved to be 


inſects of a ſingular figure. They have not only 


eyes, eee 5 
os. Ne e eee 


" As for the v vegetable kingdom it ia fannd in . 
mouldy ſubſtance which uſually ſticks to 


„where the branches, leaves, flowers, and 


fruit cn be clearly diſtinguiſhed, The flowers 


have white, trafiſparent ſtalks. The bud, 
before it opens, is but 2 little green ball ; and it 


would” as, little expect to find theſe objects in 


mouldy ſubſtances, as that the meal which covers | 
the wings ofthe butterfly "ths a bunch of 


x tb carry ear reſearches e rente jet 
r the "furface of your 
Ain, und you will find that it refembles the fe 
Ain of a fiſh. Tr has been « 
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3 menſe number of God's creatures ! Hab won- 
derfully we experience that he has diſplayed as 
much wiſdom in the molt minute objects as in the 
vob Lam as thoſe prodigious ones, whoſe eir- 
d by millions“ The Crea - 
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inſet which crawls in the duſt, as for thoſe 


an iſland in the 


feel our benevo 
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| © See the new ben year, all gay dreſt | | 
Fer 1 
Has ſeis d. with aſpoct bland, the « of time?” : * «hy * 


l 1 to myſelf this firſt day of the year 2 
the goddeſs of God, I preſume to bope for ble. — 
ed me on former ones. What may I not hope © 4 
much tenderneſs and goodneſs ? In my parents — 
ſupported, and Brought me up, and whoſe diſin- 
helpleſs Rate of infancy. Without fuch care, 


# * 


, of life, n not ſo much unprovided for, nor Fr 


equal occaſion for aſſiſta 
then experienced. I requiri 


al with grief, and to warn me of dangers i into which 


CO a e 


With this Srl wy fats 2 tor” as 

were ſettled over again. The Lord, who ea me 
being, takes in at one glance (which nothing can 
deceive) each week, each day, each inſtant of this 
year. All indeed that relates to me ig hidden 
from me but all things are viſible to Gad, ': 

all are ſettled according to his decrees, Which are 
© full of wiflomund goodneſs. If in the courſe of 
be the. year I experience any misfortune, which I 
c̃ould not foreſee ; if any unforeſeen happineſs 
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Fall of Peomvieion I begin the new year. 
ane 
Preſerver ſtill, as he has all along been. If I find 


leis, aghwhen I firſt came into the world; but will” 
ance in many reſpects as I 

friends to ſhed ſweets 
upon my life, to ſupport my ſpirits whenppprefled 


= I might otherwiſe fall. And will not my r 


fall to my lot; if L have any loſs to bear, Which 


myſelf expoſed to poverty and diſtreſs, I will re- 
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ich he protected me. If I meet 
ingratitude from a friend, even that ought 

not to make me unhappy. God can raiſe me 

up other friends, in whoſe tenderneſs I may enjoy 
delight and comfort. If days full of dangers, 
tion be my lot, even theſe ought not 
power which protected my childhood, when it 
was expoſed to a thouſand dangers. What then 
an p g this year, w 
mind? Ilook forward without anxiety, 
leave my fate to the guidance of Providence. 
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ties of Spring; others, where they are gathering 


rich haryeſs ; and chars, where almagne oe 


their granaries with fruit. Thus has this 
wiſdow regulated the change of Ea 
tributed the ſame favors to all his creatures at - 
different times. His impartial loye extends to 
every being which he has male. It is ſufficient 
that they are in want of his bleflings ; he takes 
pleaſure in granting them. His benefirent views 
extend over the deſerts of Arabia with as much 


goodneſs as over the ſmiling countries of Europe: 
and his government is the ſame from pole to pole. 


But, ſince God diſtribute the bleſſings of this life 


with an equal hand, why are ſome countries de- 
prived of the pleaſures of Spring, while others 
enjoy them i ea . 3 the 


WHILE the fun is far SP... 
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there is darkneſs, and in others light, for 


who dareſt to aſk mch queſtions ? What right 


baſt thou to demand an account of the infinitely 
wiſe Being of the manner in which he rules the 
world? Vain mortal, learn to be humble, and to 
e wieed of 4 ee eee In the 


very things wherein thy weak underſtanding im- 


— God has given to each 


country wat was neceſſary to the life, ſupport, 
and echtent of his eatures. All is planned ac- 
to the climate which they inhabit ; and 

Fig 99 87 > has, every where, _—_ provided for 


| Land} Th ek 6 ul of ty mere, Thy 


over all the heavens, and ex- 
Ro ee What country is there 


that has not experienced the effects of thy good- 


neſs ! What province, throughout thy, immenſe 
empire, is there, in which the traces of thy beneſi- 
cence may not be ſeen! Great and admirable are 
the order and beauty of the viſible creation - 0 


Lord how manifold are thy works ! in wiſdow 
haſt thou made them all! 3 


F 
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months together? Why are not the frozen 
countries near the pole as beautiful and fertile as 
our plains and valleys ? What art thou, O man, 
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there are but two ſeaſons in the year really differ. 


5 the autumnal” fruits have time to ripen * 


View how in core he cnt Seo, is 
' Deform the earth or beautify the ſkies: . 

Firſt, Spring advancing, with her flowery train; 
"ded. Homes at ee eee f 
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In the warmeſt climates, as well as in the. coldeſt 


ent. In the celdeſt Summer laſts dt four 


months; and the Winter about eight. Spring 


and Autumn are ſcarcely perceptible there; be- 


cauſe in a few days heat ſucceeds cold ; and, on 
the contrary, heat is ſoon followed by ſevere cold. 


The hotteſt countries have a dry and burning ſea- 


ſon for ſeven or eight months. Afterwards comes 


rain, whigþ laſts four or five months ; and this 
rainy ſeaſon makes the difference between Sum- 


ho four ſeaſons in the year really diſ- 


The Summer heats gradually decreaſe, ſo 
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„without being hurt by the cold of Win- 


ave time to ſhoot, and grow inſenſibly, without 


being deſtroyed by late froſts, or too much ha = 


Italy, and in the ſouth of France. By degrees, 


ſouth, the Spring and Autumn are leſs marked. 


* 


From the middle of May to the end of qune it 

rains leſs frequently; after which the violent rains 

return, and gentinue to the end of July. In Feb- 

Mril che weather is very uncertain. If 

the nickel how ad rains remained on the ground, 

he eee riſe to ee e 
Fur A BY 


This 3 of ſeaſons deſerves wr who 
It cannot be attributed to chance; for in fortuitous 


events there can be neither order nor conſtancy. 


Now in every country throughout th world the 


ſeaſons ſucceed each other with the fame regularity 
as the nights and days, and change the appearance 
of the earth preciſely at the appointed time. We 


ſee it ſucceſſively adorned, ſometimes with herbs 


and leaves, ſometimes with flowers, ſometimes with 
fruit. Afterwards it is ſtripped of all its orna | 


ter, In the faine manner in Spring the plants 


2 


il 
V 2 5 = 


FO 


Sv 
* 


5 


bd 


* 
F 
rn aha... 


* 
1 
* 
* 
. 
. 
: 
* * 
o "x 
2 5 4 


9 


its ; and though 


8 $ 
8 - : bh 
4 5 = . 3-6 
238 


| „ ee p K Lot = 2 
8 0 y _— 4... a 
= r „ * . 3 


1 


> A 


* 
3 by OY PE dh 98 * f 


INCOUT EN FENCES i TEE fun Of NATYRE. 


-- „ „ 4 — > 
1 * x 3 33 e a 3 


T0 former ſcenes that little pleas'd when here:? 


as Winter chills us, and our Summer burns ; „ 
Let we diſlike the changes of the; Year,” 


thoſe defects ſo common that they ſhould induce 
? It is; 


ſon, perfect and well made, compares * Fe . 
with one that is crooked and deformed, he is ſen - 
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joint, each limb, if we only obſerve the con 


all countries.” But, has not the 
weather influenced the following, as the climate 
we capable of judging of the whole? Muſt a 
million of farmers figh in vain for rain, becauſe 


. 40 This 


— — 


of the few people who. are deprived of om — 
Would any of us- part with a limb in exchange 
for the greateſt treaſure ? Are not our bodies 


more beautiful and-regular than the fineſt build - 


ing, or the moſt curious machine? And though 


the latter are verg inferior to it, we are far from 


attributing the aſſemblage of their parts to 
chance. © Why are ſome countries. of the earth 
fo different from others; ſometimes cold, ſome- 
times damp, ſometimes low, and ſomeiſſſſes high 2 
But, O man, it is owing to this difference that 


the countries of the earth produce” that variety of 


and wherein 2 alſo grow and inereaſe. It 


m are not beneficial to all men, and ts 


one family? A certain temperature of the air 


may occaſion, here and there, à tranſient barren- 
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Srasons or 1 © 1 
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ag? Ought the caſt wind, favorable to a whole 
country, to ceaſe to blow, becauſe its violence may 
_ cauſe ſome ſhipwrecks, or be burtful to ſome con- 
ſumptive people? Is it reaſonable, when we can; 
not take in the whole, to find fault with part? 
„ Why are there ſo many hurtful. animals?“ 
Would it then be better to hape no. beaſts of prey, 
ſmall ox large, upon the earth ? They put a ſtop 


to the number of animalg, that would otherwiſe 
r and, it is becauſe ſome animals 


r 
bim to make uſe of his underſtanding and powers, 
fo as to be, in ſome meaſure, maſter of his own 


welfare. Would we wiſh to. inhabit a world, 
where we ſhould have no occaſion to do any thing; 


where we could not in any way contribute to the 
multiplication of our own pleaſures ; where there 
ſhould be no rule, no fundamental law; where, 
in ſhort, the beſt} the bad, and the worſt being 
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day brings us nearer to the pleaſures 
of Spring, and gives us hope of the time ap a 
ing in which we may breathe more freely, and 
_ contemplate nature with more fatisfaction and 
Joy. This fweet expe ion is almoſt the only 
one which does not deceive us, being founded on 
laws of nature. The charms of 
are felt in every heart without diſti 
tion; for the beggar, as well as the mo 
may. behold the Spring” approach with pure joy, 
and promiſe himſelf in it the enjoyment of pleaf. 
ures. This hope is not attended with impatience, 
| becauſe it extends very far, and takes in a multi- 
tude of objects. | 
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= Hrs the ſinging of the birds 3 and. every = 


we have — 
je 


1 85 more diſagreeable days and "che Ger eee 
| ſerene, the air milder; che ſun will revive nature, 


| "© moſt merciful God 1 I return thee thanks 
for thoſe ſources of joy and comfort which thou 
haſt opened to us, to | the ills of life. 1 
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bleſs thee for every ray of hope which has uni · 
„ mated my ſoul, for every bleſſing alreac receiv. 
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and for all thoſe reſerved for me hereaſter. 
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4 He who! . any take for the beauties of nam 

ean never Want pure and ſincere pleaſures in this 

The clear unclouded ſky is his canopy» 
lower. i Is his-car- 


rob, Be 
joy id which they ar 
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Joy to their Creator, expreſſive of their happineſs 
and love. Such is the general bliſs which the 


Spring produces; and we every where trace its "HY 


Is it poſſible that, at the fight and enjoyment. 
of ſuch objects, the heart#ſhould not beat high 
with-grateful tranſport ? Or can the mind have a 
more pleaſing enployment than that of contem- 
1 and bee e- ee ee Creator's 


breathe the refreſhinhy air of this b 
. awed into reverence, and 
warmed with devotion ; without recollecting that 

it is God who clothes the woods and meadows —= 
with their beautiful verdure ; gives life and hap- - " =—_ 
pineſs to the various tribes of creatures who min- x 
gle ſo much magnificence and beauty with the 
ſcenery ; and that it is through Him we enjoy 
NE EN RC e * E 


: There is not a field which does not now pe- , 
1 fonts e ee the oye. | We ſee on 
all fides a multitude of flowers in the bud; their 

f ſweets, as it were, locked up, and their charms 

„ concealed ; but che all- enlivening heat of che fun 

; will ſoon open them, cauſe them to bloom and 

F | bloſſom, and equally delight and ſurpriſe us with- 
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a r of; their beauties: for how much fo. 
ever we may admire the prodigious ref 
2 
ſuch numbers to grow; and this power mult be 


m_ Each has | 
| — _— would have == pen 
5 all 3 * 
EY On” is eas agrernbls hs 
the uſeful are united. 
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' wiſdom and goodneſs of the Creator in the, 
fon of flowers. Theſe dennis clilkiren' of nes 


ture appear not all at once, but in a regular ſuc- ; 
% .ceflion ; the time is fixed in which one is to un- 


fold i __ leaves, another to bloſſom, 3 
e U 1 ornaments peculiar | 
= of pring each plant and flower fequid 
{ts leaves, and bloſſom at the time, and in 

the order, appointed: The Creator thus favors 
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on Saeed 
perpetual ; for, al- 
are New ones continually ſpringing up, to adem 
the face of the gy ans enliven our ruins 
through life 


Loi 6 

which wo receive from the wonderful variety, and 

of flowers, God has alſo been 
uſly to add the charm of ſweet per- 
| Fume, and to give as mach variery to their inll 
as to their forms ; and though we cannot exactiy 
tell in what the difference conſiſts, yet we perceive 
it very ſenſibly, in going from flower to flower: 
and it is remarkable that this ſmell is not ſo ſtrong 
ead diſagreeably, or ſo weak as 

to loſe its pleaſing effec. Thus all the ſenſations 
that flowers can give contribute to our happineſs ; 
- they all combine to fill our mind with the pureſt 
delights, and to lead our hearts to God: And, if 
there were no other proofs on earth of the power 
am ofthe r 
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. 
they are, and of how little value ſoever they may 
ſeem, form, at this ſeaſon, one of the beauties of 


nature Naur im to ſee them, and our jog 


1 is the lat th advantages which 
. The Sh of pe val trees procee 
x > ON I * WH great meaſure, from their leaves, which: im- 
bb moiſture; and receive thoſe refreſhir 
—_— That falling upon the upper leaves, eater "thoſ | 
. . ˙ ods of "he" wbaciig 

f | Juice is loſt. Leaves alſo contribute to the prei- 

ervation of thoſe buds of trees which are to ſhoot 
in the following year, for the eye of the bud is 
already under the leaf, and is guarded and pre- 

eee as we Tee Kore trees wither” and 

A e hy LEONE | 

planned with wiſdom ; that there is not a ſingle 
leaf which is a mere ornament, but that they all 
1 | contribute to the fruitfulneſs of the pans 4 the 
—_— ſupport of it its mags 7.1 4 


In the Llolſoins of trees we may "Uh e 
. but their 
beauties are all different, This difference, how- 
—_— ever, does not, in any degree, affect either their 
os. value, or their uſefulneſs : and hence we ſhould 
oe learn a leſſon of contentment. If we have not 
the advantages which others poſſeſs ; if we are 
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only intended by nature to prepare the fruits of 


| beauties, which we admire in the bloſſoms of 


trees, will very ſpon diſappear; we ſhould be care- 


ful fo to live as that, when the bloom of health, 


and other outward advantages are no more, We 


may ſupply their places with the fair fruits of 
virtue and piety: remembering that a blighted 
Spring makes a barren year and that, however 


beautiful and gay its flowers may be, they are 
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Another pleaſure attending the return of Spring 
is that © the time of the ſinging of birds is come: 


the ſoft air of the Spring awakens the winged 
ſongſters, the variety of whoſe muſic charms the 
ear, and fills the ſoul with a ſweet and a ſerene 


pleaſure. Theſe ſplendid inhabitants of the air 
| poſſeſs all thoſe qualities that can ſoothe the heart, 
and pleaſe the fancy; the brighteſt colors ; the 
roundeſt forms; the moſt lively manners; and 


the ſweeteſt muſic: They enliven our walks; 
and, throughout all tlie retreats of retirement, fill 


Nee eee ee ee 2 
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99 Bees have 
been the theme of the poet, the legiſlator, and phi» 
loſopher ; they have been as emblems | 
both of public and private virtue ; of ſubordina- 
tion, ingenuity, and of à diligenee which is not 
only uncoramon, but, perhaps, unequalled. They 
appear as ſoon as Winter is paſt, and, even before 
the juices of thoſe flowers which begin to bloſſom 
have been. ſufficiently ripened to furniſh honey, 
gather ſome little food 3 hut their cares and ac- | 
tivity increaſe, as the ſeaſon advances 1 they do 
can increaſe their ſores a little. They prudently 
lay up proviſion for the winter, knowing that they 
can gather no more when the ſeaſon of flowers is 
.no reſources for _ 
have already collected. 
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nificant as they may ſeem, we may learn from 
chem virtues on which the happineſs of our lives 
greatly depends. A hive is a ſchool to which 
many of the human race ought to be ſept. All 
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ive in union and harmony; are ſtriclly united and | _— 
5 perfectly happy; they enrich Fox eee without 


pare human ſocieties with this, we muſt bluſh and 3 
, have: auch A PIE ipe the e e 
* out labors extends not to an and years onlys 
; nn to eternity, 


ſprings up in us from a ſurvey of the beauties of 
I nature is an admirable preparation for gratitade ; 

| and it ſeems reaſonable to ſuppoſe that each field 
ſhould be to us a temple; where we ſhould offer 
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us in each blade of graſs and each flower of the 
field z who addreſſes himſelf, in the mild and per- 
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the beauties of the creation, let us conſider to 
whom we are indebted for all this entertainment 3 . 
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himſelf ; and recollect that of thoſe days of youth, 


| he has made a ood e den. 


. we ne 
ungrateful. When we find ourſelves pleaſed with 


who it is that openeth his Hand and filleth tie 
world with good. We ſhall never truly enjoy 


works of the Creator, we we learn to trace out his 
power and goodneſs ; and to be careful not to 
make a bad uſe of the bleſſings of Spring, by in- 
dulging pleaſures which lead to folly and ſin. | 


Yet Spring, chongls the ſeaſon of hope, ſupplics 13 


£ 


Spring is the ſeaſon in which. plants receive a new 8 


the trees full of bloſſoms, and abounding with 0 
in the ſame ſeaſon which gave them birth. Let || _ 
every one, in theſe bloſſoms, behold an image of : 


eee theſe thoughts . to make 


us ſerious, we ihould notwithſtanding enjoy both 
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5 bloom, delight our ſenſes,/ and adorn ihe earth | 
| with an infinite variety okeharms z- this affords we 
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« was ſown in diſhonor ſhall be raiſed in gl 1 * 
« the corruptible will put on ineorruption; the 
b eee eee and ſhine | 
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The wondrous world of vegetables view. 
3 various trees their Yarious fruits p 
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25 in every thing elſe, the beneficent views of = 3 - 
Creator. What indeed could he propoſe by c ||| 
ering the earth with ſo many di 

„ and fruits, but the advantage and happi- 
neſs of his creatures ? Do not plants and fruit 5 
Forniſh zus every day * moſt wholeſome | 
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, to the vegetable 
o plants but has its 
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and all ſorts of utenſils... Of ww is made char- 
paper, dyes, and a 


Ry erp pe ug hard roſin to 
warniſh, to ſolder, and to rub the bow-ſtrings of 
in order to make them 


more ſonorous. Flowery pleaſe and delight both 
by their color and ſmell, "They are uſeful in mec 


aud honey. 1 which ripen by degrees, * 
kf tales, dried, or preſerved. But vegetables are 
þ not for the uſe of man alone. They are of fil 


: | | greatet uſe to L moſt of which have no 
3 | other food. The reaſon that there are fo many 
| fields, and fo great a variety of herbs and plants, 


may find their 
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with young bloom the early orcham glos: 
There ripening fruits in emhryo ſmall appear, 


Idea do. Art thou able to make a fingle tree 
Im, to call from the earth the finalleſt blade 
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Jui ies af in inimitable art f s wite 0 
ſtronger proofs on earth of the power and wiſdom 
of God, the flowers of ſpring alone would be ſuf. 

ficient to convince us of it. *His power evidently 
1 | appears throughout the whole. Each tree, herb, | 
aud flower proclaims his goodneſs and wiſdom, | | 
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3 we remark an | infiaite variety in che bloſſoms : 4 
af trees. All are beautiful ; but their beauties ; 
are different. One ſurpaſſes another; but there 
'&s none which has not ſomething pleaſing pecu. 
liar to itſelf. However great the Creator is in 
diſpenſing his gifts, he ſtill reſerves to himſelf the 
liberty of beſtowing more on ſome than others. 
But this difference is only in reſpect to acceſſary 
„ qualities. Such a tree, for example, has bloſſoms 
1 | of a dazzling white; another has red ſtripes and * 
fhades, which the firſt wants: ſome have, (added 
to the beauty of their form and color) an „ 
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acpidem sr ö. 
Thus, when ane does: not _ us 


manner; that when the beauty and charms of the 
Ne more, we may - tr 
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* all the colors of the fluſhing 
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year, 


e fowers. "Yor what wits it have dos 

without care and culture? 'A. wild deſert, full of 
_ thiſtles and thorns. Such would youth be, if they 
were neglected to be formed or 
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violet, or the Julian flower, 
evening ſcents our gardefis with 
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its colors, and ic furpaſſes it in the multitude of 
its leaves and the elegance of its form. A little 
bed of carnations perfumes a whole garden. This 


the leaves. Modeſt, without ſhew or pretenſions, 
it perfumes the whole garden; although it is not 


4 obſerved i in the multitude ; and it is difficult to 


lieve "Gai: a pay nn in _ 


It i is he", 1 who has much genius, hn 
, whom nature has compenſated for the want of 
beauty by more ſolid endowments The right- 
eous man often does good in ſecret and in obſcur- 
ity, and ſheds around him the perfume of good. 
works ; and, when we wiſh to be acquainted with 
this beneficent man, we find that there is nothing 
of diſtinction either in his perſon, condition, or . 
rank. In the carnation beauty and perfume are I 7 
both axed, and it is undoubtedly the moſt per- 4 


flower is the emblem of a perſon who poſſeſſes 


both wiſdom and beauty, and knows how to con- 
ciliate the love and reſpect of his fellow-creatures. 


Let us now obſerve the .t$ſe, its color, form, per- "+: 
fume, every thing in this flower charms us. But 


it appears to be the moſt tranſient and frail of 
any, and ſoon loſes the beauty that diſtinguiſhed - 
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to teach them not ta be Fain of their charms. 


\ Tn genera, ies a melnchaly gt tf in, 
au fled and dead Gra re ought not, 
however, to complain that Prüf Aence does not 
give more ſtability to them. The world is a great 
ſage, where ave are nat to ſee always the ſame 
actors. It is right that thoſe who have finiſhed 
their parts ſhould retire, and make room for oth- 
ers. This is what the variety of God's works re- 
quires 3 a variety which conſtitutes part of their 
perfection. We are alſo ſenſible to the charms 


e who ſhine only W. 
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dot novelty ; it is therefore neceſſary that the firſt 


ſhould diſappear. If flowers preſerved 


| eee ago 


pleaſe us as much as they do by only laſting a 


an object in all its different points of view, we 
have in ſome meaſure exhauſted its beauty, we 
become indifferent to it, and we afpire after new 
pleaſures. The variation and continual ſueceſſion 
of earthly bleſſings are therefore a mean which 
Providence makes uſe of to render our lives con- 


Randy agrecable. 
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3 And odors breathe in every gale, 
- My foul ro * the 


ce within. 


That ſcatters an tas, | 
That gives for man Wich power divine 
The earth to teen, the ſun to ſhine, 
* grateful heart 4 h Rn. 
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in our gardens may have, thoſe in the fields and 
meadows are {till more agreeable. There is beau- 
ty in the former, but in the latter beauty and 
utllity are united. Mere uſeleſs beauty pleaſes for 
a moment only. Is it not true that, in thoſe 


- ed in them ? All thoſe places, where the view is 
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"WHATEVER charms the flowers cultivated | 


long gravel walks, ſo even and neat, thoſe arbors 

and ſummer houſes, thoſe parterres with pretty 
borders, thoſe walls, thoſe incloſures ; is it not 
true that we feel confined, and as it were oppreſſ- 


confined, ſeem to ſet bounds to our liberty. We 
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latges and lengthens before us. In the country, 
in Summer, nature, fruitful and beautiful, every 
moment varies its appearance; whereas, in our 


ornamental gardens, we continually behold the 


dame objects. ven their order and regularity # 
prevent us fm being long x 


with them. 


They have nothing new to Ger us, and we grow 
tired of them. The eye, on the contrary, wan- 


lers with pleaſure over objects continually diver- 
| ffied, and extending as far as the ſight can reach. 
It was in order to give us this enjoyment that, in 


moſt places, the groumd was formed ſmooth and 


even; but that we might alſo have pleaſing di, 
tant proſpects, our borizon is furrounded with? 3 


Hood us the trouble of cultivating thoſe 9.8 


meads, or of watering them. An innumerable 
multitude of ſeell is ſown in them, which pro- 


duce a verdure ſcarcely ever interrupted, or which 
is at leaſt eaſily renewed. This prodigious varie- 


ty of plants with which a field is covered is not 
fror the ſight only: they have each a ſeed, a blot 
ſom, qualities, and beauties, peculiar to them- 
' ſelves. It is true that the ſame ſpecies of herbs 


is prodigiouſly multiplied in each field ; but per- 


| haps we do not make two ſteps without treading 


e. This is one of the firſt reflec- 
tions which we onght to make at the ſight of a 
field. To the pleaſure which it affords us our 
| beneficent Creator added conſidgrable advantages. 
The fields produce plants forrour food, and a 
wonderful number of ſimples which ferve for med - 
© icine. Bur the el and + gi. 


deen prog mas 


merable, demands; no other 1 


toil than the free uſe of the or — 44 


anantity of hay. The. cow, whole milk is one of 
the great ſupports of our lite, aſks nothing more, 
The field is the moſt complete inheritance, It is 
even preferable to meadows, as its produce is cer. 
tain, and requires neither ſo nor labor. * 
only coſts the ſlight trouble of gathering what it 
Fields. Its productions are not caſual, for it ſel - 
dom happens that fields are deſtroyed by drought | 
or inundations. But it is melancholy that men, 
who are generally ſo inattentive, ſo inſenſihle to 


the bleflings of God, ſhould be ſo in this reſpect 


alfo. We look upon graſs with contempt or in- 


difference, perhaps, becauſe it grows under our 
feet, and has not been made the object of our care 
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ever we walk in our fields and vallies ! that at the 
fight of our meadows enamelled with flowers we 


. 


ry 
£ 


. 


ent „ N * 
_ 08 + g 
+ 


* * Fe 


vidence! Every country, © f 


Ks 3 . N 2 
4 . N 4 


«2s wats wand e 
Full of freſh verdure and unnumber d flowers, 
The negligence of Nature, wide and wild; | 

Where, undiſguis d by mimic art, ſhe ſpreads © 
r | 
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DARK and majeſtic Woch ere the pine raiſes 


its ſtately head, where the tufted oaks ſpfead their 
ſhade ; ye rivers which roll your ſilver waves 
through the grey mountains, it is not you I now 
mean to praiſe : it is the verdure and the enamel 
of the fields which are now the objects of my con» 


templation. How many beauties preſent them- 


ſelves to the ſight, and how varied are they! Mil- 


lions of vegetables, millions of living creatures! 
Some flying from flower to flower, whilſt others 
| creep and crawl in the dark labyrinths of the ver- 
_ dant graſs. All theſe inſects, ſo infinitely varied 
in form and beauty, find food and happineſs here. 
All inhabit this earth with us; and, however con- 
temptible they may be in our eyes, are perfect 
each in its kind. How ſoft the murmur of that 
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 creſſes, and along the banks of clover, wholy'yur- 


ple flowers are nouriſhed by its little waves. Its 
ſides are covered with thick graſs intermixed with 


flowers, which, bending over the water, trace their 
image in it. Behold that foreſt of waving herbs. 
| What a mild Jultre the ſun caſts on thoſe differ. 
ent ſhades of green... Thoſe delicate plants, inter- 
woven with the graſs, min their tender foliage; 


or elſe protidly-raiſe their heads above their com- 


OY and diſplay flowers without perfume 
"2whilt the humble violet * on barren hills, 
ag its ſweets around. 


anden 
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ers ſo bend their heads? It is a ſwarm of young 
bees. 'They have lightly flown from their diſtant 


home, and diſperſed over the gardens and fields. 
They are now gathering ſweet nectar from the 


flowers, in order to carry it to their cells. There 
is not an idle one amongſt them. They fly from 


flower to flower; and, in ſceking thei? ſeres, they 


* 


Thus one oſten ſees 


s other in the graſs. 

| Milketimes I loſe fight of them in the verdure, 

and then again I ſee a ſwarm of them flying in the 
air, and ſporting in the rays of the fun. What 

: other buzzing is this I hear? Why do thoſe flow- 
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yet unfolded, and which aſterwards incloſes the 


bee. There, on that high clover, is perched a 


| butterfly. He ſhakes his gaudy wings, he ſettles - 
che ſhining feathers which adorn his head, and 
| ſeems proud of his charms. Beautiful butterfly ! 
make the flower bend, which ſerves thee for a 


throne, and contemplate thy rich dreſs in the mir- 


ror of the water. Then wilt tho reſemble 4 
young beavty; aditiitig derfdlf in the plaſk which 
ee een, thoughts ee . 
ut No reſearches of: luxury, no human art 
0 could imitate the geen and gold hich cover i its 


d O how beantiful is nature? The graſs and flow- 
ers grow luxurious ; the trees are covered with 
foliage; the gentle zephyr ſalutes us; the flocks 


ſeek their paſture ; the tender bleating lambs ſkip 


and rejoice in their exiſtence ; millions of points 


of graſs riſe up in this field, and to each point 
hangs a drop of dew. How many primroſes, 
_ with their trembling leaves, are here! What har- 
mony in thg notes of the birds from yonder hill! 
— _— expreſſes j joy: Evet _— *** 


* 


' groves. Tae, eee Yer lire 
is beautiful even in the leaſt of its productions; 
and whoever can be inſenſible to its charms, be- 
_ cauſe a prey to tumultuous deſires, purſues falſe 
bleſſings, and deprives himſelf of the pureſt 


pleaſures. , Happy he, whoſe innocent life paſſes 
away in performing his duty to his maker and in 
whole creation ſmiles upon him, and joy attends 
bim wherever he goes, and under whatever ſhade 

R ey Pleaſure ſprings out of every ſource, 
7 czeh ſower, and reſounds in every 
. grove. Happy he who takes pleaſure in inno- 
cent delights ! His mind is ſerene as a calm ſum- 
ave. His affections are gentle and pure as 
the perfume of the flowers around him. Happ? 
he who, in the beauties of nature, traces the Cris 
tor, and devotes himfelf wholly to hin! 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE SUMMER. 


r 
Exulting Flora views her new born roſe, 
| And a the IF with ſhort-lived 1 3 glows 


SUMMER is the Seaſon in which the Creator 
Pours forth the treaſures of his bleſſings in the 


esteſt abundance. Nature, after having charmi- 
eee d us with the pleaſures of Spring, is continually 


employed, during the Summer, in completing the 
hopes inſpiged by Spring; in providing every | 
thing to pleaſe our ſenſes, ſupply our wants, and 
© awaken in our hearts ſentiments of gratitude. 
| Wherelſoever we go; whether we climb the hills; 
range the vallies ; or ſeek the ſhade of the foreſts ; , 
a variety of beauties preſent themſelves to us; all 
different from each other, but each poſſeſſed of 
charms ſufficient to engage our attention. If we 
lift up our eyes, we are delightgd with the radiance 
* ; If we fix them oe: * 
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offlowers. The pleaſing notes and the various mel- 
| ody of birds fill our hearts with a ſwxet and inno- 
cent delight; and the gentle murmurs of brooks © * 
and rivers are highly pleaſing to the ear. Lofty | 4 
trees and groves afford us agreeable ſhade; nd 
the fields and gardens ſupply us with a great va- WM 
| riety of different fruits, that begin now daily to 
Tipen ; and "which, beſides pleaſing the eye and 
| the taſte, are very refreſhing to the body: In 
| ſhort, all that we fee or hear, taſte or ſmell, in- =_ 
creaſes ou? pleaſures, and contributes to our hap- © nl 
pineſs. But, in order to be more ſenſible of the = 
goodneſs, wiſdom, and power of the Creator, in 
his appointment of Summer, let us attend to ſome 
acts of his providence which. a are more Rr ark 25 8 
9 „„ * 
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And, in the firſt place, let me iredt your atten- 
tion to a blefling, common indeed, and therefore 
little regarded; but a bleſſing, in itſelf invalua- 
ble, and abſolutely neceſſary to our ſupport and | 
_ continuance in life; namely, Wheat. Let us caſt . 
our eyes on a field of wheat, and calculate, if we 
can, the millions of ears of corn which cover one 
| Cingle field; and then reflect on the goodneſs of 
op God who Ws, deal, rewardeth the of 
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of this moſt neceſſary of all food. Let us alſo 


appears very weak, is ſtrong enough to endure the 
_ ſeverity of the ſeaſon, By degrees it attains its 


which is incloſed in leaves that ſerve to protect it, 

It ſeems, at firſt view, impoſſible that fo flender a 
a> alk, which grows four or five feet high, ſhould 
WV'NVupport itſelf, and bear up its fruitful head, with- 
| down by the wind, But the Creator has wiſely 
very ſtrong knots, which ſtrengthen it, but at the 
breaking. If the ſtalk were weaker, the wind 


3t, 2nd peck ont the gn; iS it wers harder and 
— Riffer, it might. indeed, reſiſt 5 1 weather, but 


e 


conſider the wiſdom which is diſplayed in the pro- 
duction of this precious grain. We ſow it in the 
3 
can do) and, as ſoon as the earth ſupplies it with 
a ſafficient moiſture, it ſwells-and burſts the outer 


ITT! 


pares nouriſhment for the ſtalk, which, though it 


proper height, and produces an ear of com; 


and armed with points to ſecure it from the birds, 


out ſinking beneath the weight, or being heat 


prevented this, by furniſhing the ſtalk with four 
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ſame time, on ia artery, e 


would break it z if ſtronger, birds might perch in 
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eidents which might deſtroy them at their birth, 
the two upper leaves of the ſtalb unite cloſely at 
the top, both to protect it, and to draw nonriſhing 
juices ; but as ſoon as the ſtem is large enough to 
ſupply the grain with ſufficient juices, the leaves 
drop off, that the root may have nothing more to | 
nouriſh than is neceſſary. The grain then ap- 

_ pears, and thrives till the appointed time; 3 

ing every rr. 
beneath the weight of its precious treaſure, it bends 
the head of itſelf to the ſickle 3 and the joy that 
ſparkles in the farmer's eyes, the joy of harveſt, 
is a hymn of gratitude to the God of Goodnifs. 


* 


IN 2 


IV 
* 


3 


ee ee eee . at the table h 

a prince as at thay of a laborer; and the ſick 

perſon is as much*refreſhed by it as the healthy. 

A very plain proof that bread is neceſſary for man 

is, that it is almoſt the only food we do not diſlike, 

5 chough we eat it every day; and the man who 
has made it his daily food for ſeventy years, ſtill 

eats it with pleaſure, though he has loſt his reliſh 

for all other food. We ought, therefore, each day 

to praiſe our Creator for this blefling ; and to re- - 
member that be is ungrorthy of the bread which he | 

eats Wing 6k 
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along. In gathering their ſtores the loaded ants 


who intrul not by ole, bur by une, ue 
W teach-wa._ to: Ginn che. 
good - wt 29. watle this tie which ampnes de te- 
hath its' Seaſons, like the year ; the time of health 


4 and if we then labor, 


volt”. "Their labor and diligence in —— 
their tores is wonderful ; they are often ſeen to 
carry; and ſoinetimes puſh before dem- grains e 


aſſiſtance 3 if any thing is too heavy for one, and 


go one way, and the unloaded another, that they 
may not interrupt each other; and in the whole 
ſogiety there is not one idle, but every one con- 
nates ſomething 0 the common lack. 


| May we en lens Ses cheſs kaun eee 
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called in floth- or. inſigniſicance ; not to leave a 
talent unemployed, or a duty unperformed ?. Life 


and ſtrength may be confidered. as its 1 = 
enly contribute to the — bury probably, | 
acquire a comfortable proviſion againſt the Wins 
TO ͤ 


 CONTEMPLATIONS on run 


: 6 , will ſcarcely look ins 


ſhould not furely trample them under foot 
_—_ the eee nne and 3 "_ 
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* e, the Winter Ra, in an 
egg ſtate, lifeleſs ; but the ſame vivifying ſun that 


a ſhe preaing oak, calls the caterpillar allo ic 
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continual ſncceſſion of changes ; and, towards the 
ſeveral times, it ceaſes to eat, and is employed in 
building a retreat, in which it quits the form of a 
caterpillar} and is changed into a butterfly. But 
the caterpillar, and the butterfly that comes from 
it, appear to be two very different creatures : The 
former was 2 rough and diſagreeable reptile ; the 
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many perſons who aten them wherever they 


F puſhes Mt the budding leaf and the opening flow. 
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ber ber children. Its Hſe) however, Tots wp: 


latter is adorned with the livelieſt and moſt beauti- 
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man can never © hope to acquire: The — 4 
crawled ſluggiſhly on the earth, a mean looking 
worm, eften in danger of being cruſhed, and feed- 
ing on groſs food ; whilit the latter ſoars to the 
ſky ; ranges all the beauties of the creation, him- 
ſelf amongſt the greateſ} ; ſports in the ſun-beams; 
diſplays his golden wings; triumphs in exiſtence ; 
and needs no other food than the dews of Heaven, 
flowers. Who is it tät hath raiſed: this inſect 
above the earth, enabled it to live in the air, and 
beſtowed upon it ſuch a profuſion of beauties ? 
The Maker of the butterfly, and of map——who 


| « this corrupt 9 
. 


e bn be Send, n dig e 
e eee to man, hath alſo in- 
formed the butterfly how to ſecure its poſterity in 
ſafety, by covering the eggs from which they 
ſpring with a ſort of paſte, ſo cloſely that the rain 
cannot penetrate, nor the common cold of winter 
kill the young contained in them. And we may 
further remark that butterflies, as well as other 
inſects, c ty lay their 8 on ſuch * as 
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bee is 1d to be the — gh — 
that troubles the life of maliy and even at this 
ſeaſon, when nature preſents every where cheerful | 
Denes, there are fome he — 
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| wiſh the Summer tefs warm? Becauſe 


ay, ſometimes, be a little inconvenient, 
we with the fruits which are to ſerve for 


Sur proviſion in the Winter not to ripen ? Let us 5 


forget that heat and cold are diſtributed to us 


in the wiſeſt proportion; and that the Summer 


nights bring with them a coolneſs which revives 
languiſhing plants, and ſo refreſhes weakened ani- 
mals that they forget the heat and fatigue of the 


day. Tf we ſtudied the order, the beauty and per- 
fection of the creation as attentively as we ought, 


we ſhould ceafe thoſe murmurings, which prove 
us equally ignorant and ungrateful ; and be con- 
vinced that, if we could alter any fingle part of 
— hat grear mackine, the worldy'ws thould do wuch 
— but could make nothing 
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4 


danger. There is, 


| for the lightning alone is fatal : The, thunder, 
| when the flaſh of lightning is paſt, is alarm 
as the ſound of a cannon. Superſtition and fear 
| yauld foon be at an end, if we refleted mon . 1 
attentively on the courſe of nature, or conſulted 


n .. 
Rr The fear of 
that it s hooked of the wrath of Heaven the 
r of the Almighty's vengeance : But if we 
1 confidered how much theſe ſtorms contributed to 


purify the air, and wender the earth fruitful, we 


mould regard the as bleſſings more formed to 


inſpire gratitude than terror, They fometimes 
Indeed do miſchief, but fear greatly magnifies the 
| y, ſome ſpace of time 
betw#en the lightning and the thundet, and who- | 
ever has time to fear is already out of danger; 


thoſe who are well informed on the ſubject. But, 
if we cannot conquer the fear af thunder, let us 


| endeavor to keep a conſcience void of offence. 

The righteous man, calm and compoſed, fears 
nothing but his God; and when the thunder 

roars, he trembles not, but looks up with humble 
and ſtedfaſt confidence to Him who commands 
de ſtorm, and who, under appearances moſtdread- 
dul, is allgracious to hear, and almighty to protect. 
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FFC 1 
and lightning, are ſometimes preſented to our 
Fgfes to teach us the majeſty and greatneſs of the * 
Creator; but in theſe, as well as in more pleaſing 
and cheerful ſcenes, God appears as the friend 

and benefactor of mankind ; and this is the ſeaſon | 
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in which all nature furniſhes. he moſt firiking ||| 
proofs of it ; when every Nor bines to pleaſe [ 
and to ſupport us. But the time will ſoon. 


when nature will loſe much. of her beauty and | 
variety, and appear in @ more gloomy form: 
She has now almoſt ended her annual labor, and 

the nearer we approach to Autumn the more do 
5 the enjoyments which ariſe from the various mel- 


ody of and the cheerful ſcenes of flowery | 1 
| mead and gardens lefſen : and the ground is 


* Every where ſtrewed with faded leaves and dead 
— © "Yowers. See we not here a picture of our life ? 
All fleſh is is graſs, and all the glory of man as 
the flower of the u tha graſs witherath, 
and the flower thereof falleth away.“ Let us 
then be wiſe enough to ſeek our happineſs i laſt. 
ing bleſſings. Wiſdom and virtue never fade; 
— V8 Eye 85 
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ay ds: Adee. d provides for all | 
inthe rhe rar atk cates ies by taikg. 
undation, like the Egyptian river Nile, which has 
the fingular property of overflowing its banks at 
5 | certain ſtated periods, to water a country where it | 
never ins. Sometimes it is by rains, which fall 
more or leſs frequently, in order to cool the air and 
fy Water the parched ground. But the moſt common 
mean, the ſureſt and moſt univerſal, though which 
men the leaſt attend to, is the dew. This ineſti- 
mable gift of Heaven (which, even in years of the 
greateſt drought, ſupports and preſerves the plants 
from periſhing,) comes in thoſe ſparkling drops 
EL: ſeen in ſuch profuſion morning and evening on 
and plants, and condenſed by cold at night, By | 

this wiſe plan of the'Creator the plants can vege- | 
tate and grow in countries even where there is 
no ram s for the ſoil of thoſe parts being ſandy, 
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we ſee how he refreſhes | 
te: arc earth with dew ; he revives and | 
Ives new life to the plants, Let us endeavor 
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ſeen in ſuch profuſion morning and evening on 


— — 3 te Oo SR ee r - — ® 4 


1 2 


F 2 


r ok a ei 4 i i £4. 


tinnally over bis children, a8 provides for all 
their wants, makes uſe of more than one mean to 
render the earth fraitful. "Sometimes it is by an in» 
the ſingular property of overflowing its banks at 
certain ſtated periods, to water a country where it 
never Mins. Sometimes it is by rains, which fall 
more or leſs frequently, in order to cool the air and 
Water the parched ground. But the moſt common 


o 3 


mable gift of Heaven (which, even in years of the 
© greateſt drought, ſupports and preſerves the plants 
from periſhing,) comes in thoſe ſparkling drops 


the leaves of trees and plants. Dew conſiſts of 
aqueous vapors raiſed by heat from the earth 
and plants, and condenſed by cold at night, By 
this wiſe plan of the'Creator the plants can vege- 
tate and grow in countries even where there is 
no ram 3 for the ſoil of thoſe parts being _ 
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make him better; but let us 

che parched earth with dew ; he revives and 
gives new life to the plants, Let us endeavor 
do revive the hearts of the allied, the languill- 
ing, and impoveriſhed, with benefits, and to pour 
| r fellow creatures as the 
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3 | Shade deepening over ſhade, the country round... 1 
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| but the murmuring ſtreams and whiſtling winds. 
Conſtantiy the fame dull ſounds which can only 
create diſagreeable ſenſatiSns.. The fields have 
loſt their perfume ; and | the air is damp and cold. 


; $ 2 
8 «a 2. "* wy he > "4 * a . - - SIFS. A . 
15 * a * $$ 0 : « £3 * 25 I IS. "= * * by FLAK 5 
7 0 Ds 


CCC is, 
n ling ming the image of ap 
pineſs. We ma recollet with gratitude to 
Heaven, that the fields which are now barren, 
| were once covered with 'corn and a plentiful har- 
veſt. It is true, chat the orchards and gardens are 
now ſtripped, but the remembrance. of what they 
beſtowed upon us, may make us content to bear 
„ ent we feel fo 
ſharp. The leaves are fallen from the friiit trees; 
the graſs of the field is withered ; the dark clouds 
fill the f&y, and fall in h rains. The un- 
— —— 
beholds the earth moiſtened with rain; and be- 
holds it with a ſweet ſatisfaction. The dried 
leaves and the faded graſs, are prepared by the” 
autumnal rains to form manure to enrich the _ 
ground. This reflection, with the pleaſing ex - 
pectation of Spring, muſt naturally excite our 
- gratitude for the tender mercies of our Creator. 
| Though the earth has loſt its beauty and exterior 
charms, and is expoſed to the murmurs of thoſe it 
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RR fine days are gone; and 


155 1 leſt us nothing but emblems of 
z the whole face of nature chan 
_ the ſun fall faintly through dark clouds upon 
| dens {tripped of flowers ; on fields where there 
© axe ſcarce any traces of harveſt 3 and on kills 


5 Where no verdure is. ſeen. The, air no lodger re. 


ſounds with the melody of birds; the dull 
which reigns is only interrupted by the 
of ravens, and the ſcreams of the birds of paſſage 
, taking leave of us to ſeek more temperate climates, 
F ·˙·˙ Lu 0 
are no longer covered with flocks of 
 entiventd by their bleating. Our 
and graſs plots are laid waſte. How gloomy and 
appearance of the whole country, 
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and the feathered choriſters in the ſhady grove, 


glow ; what haps oc the ejoment of ma- 


once ſo cheerful! Inſtead of the 
Arn it now offers 
The dead, are full of chilling rain 5 and thick - 
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gone. But have we a right to murmur at the x 
ns of God ? No, certainly, we ſhould 


rather recolle& the paſt ſeaſon, with the innocent 
it afforded, and bleſs the Ruler af the” 


ons 


ate! With what pure joy the ſoul is filled, in oo. 
the beauties of creation l. When the 
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eyes when the lark, ſoaring in the 


warble their ſweet ſong; when the flowers per- 
the air around us ; when the morning dawn 
diffuſes univerſal gladneſs ; or when the ſetting 
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I ' mouths that are paiſed, without « grateful emo- 
den and without CY Parent of nature, 


How: may +pliins-and 'fowere"dllemel v8 


Spring't How much corn and fruit has the Sum- 


ſign for this year, and is going to reſt for a time. 
Nature is continually active during many months./ 


Even its preſent repoſe is not uſeleſs, It is flently” 
preparing a new creation. Let us aſk ourſelves- 


ployed our time us to he able wp ſhow the en 

it? The farmer now counts his ſheaves ; ought” 
we not to count our virtues and good works? 
Have the pleaſures of the Summer made us better 


have our employments been in the long ſummer 
tures? In beholding the fun, the flowers, and 
many delightful objects, have we experiented the | | 
ſentiments which _ magnificent ne” __— 
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4 REMEMBRANCE or THE BLESSINGS WHICH FEIN 
x AND SUMMER AFFORD 9. IR SEL: 


0 [Snider Kean on the Oe. which Spring had 4e 


And nature triumph q in her genial prime: , 
. Autumn ſucceeded, and rich ſheaves beſtow'd, hs 
Ent ag: cn the car of time.” 


- Gr O my A let us 8 4 
of the Creator. Let us gratefully recal 
the time we have paſſed in the fulneſs of joy, when, 
free from cares and anxiety, the renewal of nature 


filled us with delight ; when devotion followed us 


to the bower, and even the ſhadow of ſorrow was 
| baniſhed our habitations ; when, hand in hand, 


2 we ſought the flowery paths in purſuit of the 
Creator, whom we found on every fide. From 
the thick buſh, whither repaired the ſongſters of 


the air, we heard their melodious notes. Friend- 
| ſhip, harmony, and innocent mirth, combined to 
render our pleaſures ſtill more ſweet. Smiling 
nature laviſhing her flowers upon us, we breathed 
the balſamic odor of roſes. The pink and gilly- 


flower perfumed the air around us; and, towards 
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the evening of a fine day, the playful rephyrs 2 : 5 þ ; 

wafted fweets to us on their light wings. Then , 

were our ſouls filled with mild delight: r 8 
in 

voices mixed with the ſongs of the birds. Often, 

when the breath of the wind had cooled the burn- 

ing heat of the day, and the birds felt animated 7 i 


wok the noiſe of cities, to ſeek the green ſhades, 
natures bowers. There we were undiſturbed. | - 
Wiſdom, piety, joy, and innocence, attended us 
to this rural aſylum. The trees waving with the 
evening breeze, while they covered us with Weir 
ſhade, conveyed the moſt | 
and Nature drew forth rich ſources of content to 
pour into our pure hearts. There, entirely given 
up to the Creator, to nature, and to reflections on 
our happineſs, tears of ſenſibility filled our eyes. 
This magnificent univerſe ſaid we, is too beautiful 
to be the abode of the man who can uufeelingl 
behold it. As for us, who love God, we diſcover 
in the zephyr, in the ſtream, in the meads and 
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Ir As ts of the Seaſons did not awaken 
our recollection of the flight of time, we ſhould, 
probably, not obſerve the ſucceſſion of its different 
parts but ſpend our days and months and years 
thoughtleſs of the paſt, and careleſs of the future, 
| The gradual and elegantly varied change of Sea- | 
ſons 1$; therefore, oooh he a 
and may be a means of our dun happineſs. 


| It is impoffble to aſcribe this variation to 
* in every country, the ſeaſons n 
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© What careleſs and inconſiderate men aſcribe in com- 
22 to chance or fortune, that is, to nothing af all, 
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acdly at the time appointed; and, as order is the | a 
. _ great law which the Creator has laid down for =. 


1 of the . to ꝗ— 


the univerſal joy which lately reigned through all 


the corn lately gave it, preſents little more to our 


gardens are ſtripped of that. great ornament, their 
remain ; the fields, which have beſtowed ſuch a- 


winged ſongſters are ſilent, and even the fun, when 
it ſhines, appears not in its uſual glory. . 


9 - ad that nature faithfully fulfil the eternal 
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each other in the moſt 6 manner, 4 er- 


the government of the world, it is our duty to h 
ſtudy the order and perfection of his works; and... 


8 ; 
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As that 9 indeed, which is | called ao 7 
or more generally, in common language, the fall 
of the year, we ſee little that recalls to our minds 


animated nature. We no longer behold the 
charms of Spring, or the magnificence of Sum- 
mer; the earth, no longer age that N 
eye than a dead, yellowiſh hue ; the woods and 
leaves; ſcarcely any traces of the golden harveſt 


bundance upon us, promiſe no more this year; the 
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ing and ungrateful men, forgetting what they have 
ſo lately and ſo plenteouſſy received, complain of 
theſe things; but wiſer and well diſpoſed perſons, 
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Stripped and deſert as the earth is, it till pre- 
ſents to a feeling mind the image of happineſs; we 
„ ner We ape 
were lately covered- with plentiful harveſts ; and 
. remembrance of what they have beſtowed 
upon us ſhould filence the murmurs ad * 
FF has choerel and nvarilgs. 1 * 
- x; we yet continue to receive Wen 
* a variety of fruits which the goodng 
God laviſhes upon us in great abundance. C 
culate, if poſſible, the fruit which one hundred 
trees bear in a favorable ſeaſon, and you will be 
_ aſtoniſhed at the increaſe. What was the deſign 


of ſuch abundance ? If the preſervation and in- 
_ creaſe of trees only was the intention, a much leſs 


- quantity would have been ſufficient. It is, there- 


fore, evident that the Creator deſigned to provide 
food for man, and particularly for the poor, whom 
an abundance of fruit furniſhes with cheap means 
of a ſubſiſtence which is not only agreeable, 
_ wholeſome, and refreſhing, but is alſo very uſeful 
in — +” Audit ina farther olunes gy 
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and notwithſtanding the ravages of birds and in- 
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. Thus God, like a und- parent, * provides not | 
r the ſapport of his creatures, but alſo for 
bite; photons. Shall we not, then, be highly 
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of the Creator that the weather grows gradually 1 
Were the earth ſuddenly to be deprived of 
the Summer's heat, it would be fatal to our gar- 

dens and fields. All plants would periſh. Spring 2 
3 0 
| Þ is by no means, therefore, of little 
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12 Theſe inſenſible changes were nexeffary 
for the 'preſervation of the fruits of the earth ; 
and not for wean a nn, 


With what kindneſs, therefore, has our Creator 
guarded our health and'lives, by granting us ſuch 
mw to Faye the increaſe of cold without any bad : _ 


. are alſo many n ha if 
_ the Winter were to come without any preparation 
on them, would be unable -to endure it. Two == 
- thirds f the inſets and birds would be deftroyed = 
in one night : But now, by the gfadual progres 
of cold, they have time to make the neceſſary 2 
5 The increaſing cold of — 
Autumn warns them to ſeek places where they _ |} 
may _ r and ſecurely during the ſevere .. 


| The migration of birds is 3 any - 
| Ring in the whole compaſs of nature; and is 2 
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| el. we may „ ee — vile and kind. | 
| of Providence, and che wonderful means Which 
God employs to preſerve many birds, and point 
out their ſubſiſtence to them, when it fails in ſome 
countries. They regularly aſſemble at a certain 
time, in order to depart All together; ſcarcely a 
deſerter is ſeen on the day that ſucceeds their de- 
parture ; and every circumſtance of their j journey : 
has ſomething i in it almoſt miraculous. We „ 
at a loſs which moſt to admire, the force that M- 
tains them in ſo long a paſſage, or the order in 
which the whole is accompliſhed. It is truly 
wonderful that theſe creatures ſhould know the 
| moſt proper time for their paſſage. The difference 
of heat and cold, and the want of food, "may i in- 
celine them to change their habitation; but hoW 
comes it to paſs that, when the air is ſo mild that 
they might remain, and find food enough, they 
never fail to depart at the appointed time ? Or 
how do they know that they ſhall find food, and a 
proper degree of heat in other countries ? Shall 
we ſuppoſe that they have any reme ce of 
the country where they paſſed a former Winter; 
that they ſee the land to which they go from their 
height in the air ; that they follow the weather, 
and continue their flight till they find a climate 
| ſuitable to their preſent diſpoſition; or, rather, 
i __ like ſhoals of 68 they * their prey: 
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% . 2 apy our ls — mes birds, E 
prey upon them, come hither in the Summer, be- 
| cauſe our air is moilter than that of ſome" other | 


_ theſe inſects; * on the ae r cold wea- 
ther, they die, and then theſe birds —_— quit 
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. Wo that theſe creatures, who gre void of rea- 
| fon, ſhould know ſo exactly the way they are to 
go; ſhould do, what man cannot do, ſteer their 1 
courſe unerringly over ſeas and lands, and com- by. 0 

plete their long journey without aſſiſtance, without ] 
a guide, without proviſions, in the moſt regular "= 
order, through rains, and winds, and darkneſs ; - 
that they ſhould fly in large companies, in order MY 
to be leſs liable to be driven out of their courſe - 
by ſtorms ; and that, when the wind is contrary, 
they ſhould wait till it changes, are circumſtances WW. 
really aſtoniſhing ; and they furniſh a remarkable =—_ 
inſtance of a powerful inſtin& impreſſed on them *" 
by the Creator, who 1s their pilot and preſerver. 
The (conſideration of theſe wonderful circum- 
ſtances may employ, in a very pleaſing manner, 
thoſe whoſe hearts are diſpoſed to the contempla- 
tion of the works of nature, and raiſe them to 
«ll nobler views ; to the. adoration of Him from 
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and who has prepared. and combined ſo man 
things for the ſupport ES 


his creation. . 


1 
of the food for ourſelves, and many 1 


tures, is eofnmitted to the earth. The farmer. 


now ſows his winter corn; he leaves his grain to 


and knows not Nhat will be the event; for, after 


all his labors, man can do nothing, but as an in- 


ſtrument in the hand of Providence, towards the 


production of a plentiful harveſt, or exen of a 
ſingle ear of corn. Except the Lord bleſs the 
ground, your labor is but loſt that till it; it is in 


vain that ye haſte to riſe, early, late take reſt, and 
eat the bread of carefulneſs ;” if God does got 
cauſe his ſan to ſhine and his rata to fall in their 
ſeaſon, your ſtrength, in the very juſt repreſenta- 
tion of the prophet, is but © to fit ill,” Man 
ſoweth, but God giveth the increaſe ; and, when 
men have done all that is in their power, God 


T 


his labors, the Almighty covereth the precious 


_ feed, as with a garment ; deſtroys, by froſt, the 
Weeds that would oppreſs the riſing ſtalk, or draw 
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off 4 to ſpread a beautiful verdure oyer the face of the 
4 earth, giving the promiſe of a plentiful harveſt ; 

In the Summer, he warms it by the beams of the 

ſun; and refreſhes it by, rain; and thus all nature, 
in every ſeaſon, tends to the general good and 
the fruitfulneſs of the earth, under the direction 
of the God of Seaſons. And, the more ſtrongly 
do impreſs you with the conviction of this import- 


pour expectations ; by firſt as the effect 
of your induſtry, a plentiful crop, then, as 2 
. puniſhment for your 83 inarrention to his 


Providence, denying you the opportunity to © cat | 


f dence upon it 
II #hquld . | 

| chaſtiſements affecting them in the very inſtance 
E720] of their forgetfulneſs and ingratitude; to con- 
Vince them that the ſucceſs of their labors depends 
entirely upon Providence; and that, although the 
FF fruits of the earth may be called their's, the ſea · 
= « es * * chem are C 8. 
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"ant truth, God is ſometimes pleaſed to diſappoint 
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., » « Brown o'er the wide extended fields 
1 © a The heavy harveſt waves; 8 
—_— 15 PE ” lies treaſure to the reaper yields, 18 . „ 
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| "The loaded ftack, the 5 — LE” 
Receive the plenteous ſtore ; „ 
The bleſpngs of the coming _ Pt. "OHA 
Bs  "Thb-Hiches of the poor-”" Sent EET. 0 
| * Now, grateful for the bounty given, ny Biel 
=_ _ Let conſtant thanks arm 

1 Tor every bliſs that falls from hon "SET 
; Each hope beyond the ſkies!” . by 
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Ou fielas | hits Kues and with een 
are a hymn to the The joy that ſparkles 
in the eyes of the uni ls 14 to the God of 
nature. It is he who makes the earth produce = 
C bread, and he that loads us with bleflings. Let. f 
"= us aſſemble together, and ſing praiſes to the Lord. 3 
. Let his praiſe be evermore the ſubject of our ſong. 1 
| Let us hearken unto®the words he ſpeaks to us, 
from the boſom of our fertile fields. The year 
will crown thee with bleſſings, O world ! thy hap- 
pineſs is my work ; the crops and the harveſt are 
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5 f kills ne [ with! corn, are mine.” Yes, 
we behold thy grandeur, and we feel the 
value of thy favors. It is through thee that we 

exiſt ee e hands. ' 
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be thou ever beneficent towards us ! Then, from 
n —_— 

| praiſe. Free from cares, we will rejoice in his | 
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10 © 0h Winer ee etch kenne euer 
Pow _—_— 
Thy breach congeal'd upon thy lips, thy checks | in 
Fring d with a beard made white with other ſnowy | 
Than thoſe of age; eee, e eee 
Alen branch thy ſceptre, and thy throne 7 
. 15  & Gig car, indebted. tone whenk, . . 
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tor more attentively than we do, we ſhould find, 
even at this ſeaſon of the year, many reaſons to re- 
Joice in his goodneſs, and to praiſe the wonders of 
his wiſdom. Few perſons are ſo inſenſible as not 
to feel emotions of pleaſure and gratitude when 
the Spring, the Summer, and Autumn, richly 
_ diſplay the bounties and ti bleſſings of Heaven; 
but, when they ſee the trees ſtripped of their fruit, 
and the fields without verdure ; when the bleak 


1 


Creator's plan; and, if we conſider it ſeriouſiy, 


e Bo like e. their hearts are feldow af- ; 


1 


The other ſeaſotis, the value of which is fo little 
whilſt they paſs, are often extravagantly com- 


© merſtled in the Winter, when they can be no lon- 


ger enjoyed. Such is the too common diſpoſition 
of men; they do not eſteem the bleflings they 
pong 1 their value, u 
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4 i 2 3 5 the Spring, the Sum- 


and praiſe ; and that Winter is deprived of the 


bleſſings of Heaven, and,void of motives to 

If we could fee the chain of Providence which 
links all nature, great would be our admiration of 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of its Author. But, 


| however incapable we are of forming a judgment” *. 


of the whole of the Creator's works, the little we 
do underſtand of them gives us abundant reaſon 
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infinitely wiſe and good. Winter is a part of the 
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the different countries of the world, are p 
at this ſeaſon, with all the neceſſaries of life. But 


. God to mankind; his care, during che Winter, 
—_ extends to animals far more i in number than the. 


earth, in the fields, the foreſts, and mountains, in 
_ caves, and the hollow parts of rocks, in the rivers 
and the ſeas : and, however wonderful. the pre- 
bo ctrvation of mankind may be, we maſt confeſs that 
: the care of Providence towards animals is a fil 
goodneſs of God ; who openeth his hand, and 
8 his rrearres their meat in every 
—_—_ 14-1 ee 2 
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but that, in this ſeaſon of the year, hen the earth 
ſeems exhauſted by. its fruitfulneſs, the ſame num- 
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4 5 — contains ſhould find food and habitation 
A during the Summer is not, perhaps, ſo ſurpriſing ; 
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— Sik far 3 ankins with 8 «oa 
with feales and ſhells. Each animal has what beſt 


ſuits it nothing unneceſſary, nothing wanting; 
and every thing ſo complete, even in the loweſt 
creature, that all the art of man cannot imitate it. 
of them carry beforehand the food which is to 
_— them anon; A "Wikies. "This cannor be 
z ir muſt cherefo hs 


eee eee eee 
under ſnow and ice; and, probably, many means 
made uſe of by Providence for the preſervation of. 


ſtanceis particularly remarkable; namely, that ſev- 
eral animals paſs the Winter in a | 
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3 of God, who. . e 

out to theſe creatures the places where they may 
+ ate of Winter, when they 
TRIO and who covrny 
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—=z Can we, on conſidering theſe things, fail to 
" ore the gracious Father of all, to whom every - 
=—_ animal, from the elephant to the wite, owes his 
eeelliag, his food, and life? Let this conſidera- 
= = 1 our confidence in our Heavenly 
Oh 2 e 

8 . 
airs jog perth ws of the ſea : all 
in all ſeaſons, proper food and habitations and 
then aſk yourſelves whether he who ſhews himſelf 
fo great and good in ſmaller objets will negle@ 
vl your fellow creatures, but even to the welfare 
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are not corrupted 
1 bad e are r ee 
ion towards every thing that has life and feeling. 
This AApoſition does honor to man; and he who 
bas rosted it out has but one ſtep more to make ; 


this ſeaſon will appear ſtill mone plainly, 
that Winter, ſo far dem Ang prejudicial | 


2 124 that this is the ſeaſon. 0 4 reſt ſo 84 «,.- 
ceſſary to nature. * 8 7 

In the preceding months ſhe exerted herſelf in 

fulfilling the deſigns of the Creator by laboring 

ia the ſervice of his creatures: Like a good 

. mother of a ly, ſhe employed herſelf from the 

' | morning to the evening of the year in procuring © 
or her children the neceſſaries, the conveniencies, 

and comforts of life, Tired of ſo many cares ile 

" | now reſteth ;; but it is only to collect new force to 

be employed again for the benefit of the world; 9 

to prepare in ſilence a new creation, and make the - 4 

3 neceſlary diſpoſitions that the earth may recover, = 

Ju e end of a few months, the children ſhe haz 
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maketh it. bring forth and bud, that it may give 
ſed ro the fower, and breadto the , e 
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r none ings 5 
Aid, however, lacks few of ION 
en great 2 from them. Let us 
learn to be wiſer ; and reflect that God hach gr- 


bree e Ude which in che : Summer col” 


7 Fri of it frag m th inclemeny of the F 
5 | ; 
— Wfyanother very uſeful reflers | 
tion: it reminds us of our weakneſs. What could | 
fendeth out his word and melteth them: he blow. 
eth with his wind, and the waters flow.” Andit 3 
is not without deſign that theſe images ofthe fraltr — 
of worldly things are preſented to our view ; they 3 
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— ore put Gon nts and diſappears. | 
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he alſo *ſcatterthe hoar froſt like aſhes.” When 


— Feral cometh from der '* who. js 


y r deprived of 


who, in the winter of his life reſembles thoſe 
plants which flouriſh, with undecaying verdure ; 
in whom a mild cheerfulneſs, the happy remains 


— and we « may learn frm them that . 


— ow ite wool, dt 


the dew falleth in a cold night, it freezes, and te 
face of the earth is covered with the boar fz. 4 
which: lies, like aſhes, upon the corn and graſs,” 
and hangs: on plants and boughs of trees, ver? 
the eye, though very piercing where it 
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= thoſe children from whom ſhe. had the beſt hopes, 
ſhe is not bereaved of all her children. Many 
vegetables preſerve their verdure in Winter, and 
loſe none ef their Summer ornaments ; and they 
are emblems of that virtue which is immortal, and 
ſurvives all outward beauty; emblems of that 
moſt reſpectable character, a benevolent old man: 


of his ſpring time, is ſeen; whoſe virtues make 1 
ample for the ravages which age may 
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e 3 


Munter, far from being injurious to health, often 
| irengthens it. The Spring and the Autumn are 
Alangerous on account of the ſudden changes of 


+ weather ; and, in che Summer, the air is often 
las not theſe inconvenieneies: we have then mom 


. een 3 and thus contribmgs to our | 1 


health as well as pleaſure. 'The Creator hath _ 
conſidered our welfare in this ſeaſon as much as 
in others; and has formed the wiſeſt plans as. 
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throughout the year. If people do not enjoy as 


good health in Winter as in other ſeaſons, it is 


eſs ; perhaps 


often their own fault: perhaps, 
üdleneſs, in revelling and c 8 
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| they have made a bad uſe of che Summer, and * 


now OE OE Oy CORE: | 
| Conſidered only i in theſe lights, Winter is cer- 
dy very wht; and, even ſuppoſing that its 


| advantages were not ſo apparent, it would be fuf- 
_ ficient for us to know that Winter is the work of 
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| covered with ſnow, the rivers clogged with ice, 


on the deſigu of the Creator in thus ordaining it, 


may furniſh! 8 with uſeful / refleQtions, and : not 


interrupts us in the midſt of our employments, 


ur cde tad. Ther als who are dh + 
| of making uſe of every opportunity to improve 
N gladly be reminded of the | 
r 5 
their fouls. It is eaſy to prove how agreeable s 
Well as advantageous this duty would be. Hom 1 * 
I ne N  - Tea 


new appearance of nature led us to-trace it up to "the 
dur Father and our God | When we ſee the earth 43 up 


the trees ſtripped of cheir leaves, and the whole 
| Face of nature barren and deſolate, let us reflect 


"and we ſhall ſoon be convinced that every thing 
| k plant with wiſdom, n * 


only agreeably employ our minds, but amend eur 
hearts. The ſhortneſs of the days ſhould lead us 
to refle& on the ſhort duration of human life ; and 
on the wiſdom, the importance, and neceſſity of 
making a good ule of our time: and the ſudden- 
neſs with which night ſometimes comes on, and 
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. nature, after fulfilling the deſigns of the 


Creator, reſteth from her labors during Winter; 


ſo man, whoſe proviſion is made, and whoſe 


ns ſupplied, enjoys a repoſe ſuitable to the 
ſeaſon. Happy they who employ it in cultivating 


* minds, improving their hearts, and * 


* n works. 


. 3 3 Let 


us then not be ſo imprudent as to make that ſea- 
Jon diſagreeable, or painful, which may be the 


5 ſource of the pureſt pleaſures; nor deſtroy, bygn- 
- ae that health which the Lord of life 


would preſerve with ſo much goocnels. 


4 Som: a warm dwelling Do we enjoy the. 
conveniencies and the comforts of life? Should 


not this teach us to conſider our poor fellow crea- 


tures ; ſome of whom, ſore pierced by wintry 


winds, have, perhaps, neither food, nor fire, nor 


raiment ; are ſtretched upon the bed of ſickneſs, 


and too modeſt to proclaim their wants ? Winter 
renders beneficence to the poor the more neceſſary, 
becauſe it increaſes their wants; and we give z 


double value to our kindneſs when we delta it. 
_ feaſonably. The more the ſeverity of 12 © 8 
the neceſſitous, and to pour into the de 'S. 
Poverty all that we can ſpare. It is our duty to 
ſoften the calamities of our diſtfeſſed fellot Ee 
tures, to give them” of our abun e; © 
our little with them. Recollect chat the 


attend you through all the —— Dans 4 
life; that if you are happy in your health, EY 
fortune, and charagee, you owe all to him; that 
it is he who « cauſeth one man to differ from 


can) che diſtreſſes of your fellow creatiires, | 
Dee eee 
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* IF ". Now, dts th eas. T 
by : ln the wild depth of Winter, while hone 

"The ceaſcleſs winds blow ice, be tny retreat, 
A rural, thelter'd, ſolitary, ſcene ; 
Where ruddy fire and beaming 
1 There fad 


THOSE who are ſoligitous to uſe of every A 
opportunity to improve their minds will gladly be 
reminded of the obligation which they are under 
of employing even their Winter days in uſeful 

- ſtudy and ſerious meditation. It is eaſy to prove 

| | A i out 35 aneamiagrone this duty 
may be made. How perfect would our piety 
become if every change, every new appearance of 
nature led us to trace it up to God, whoſe glory 

is.as manifeſt in Winter as in any other ſeaſon | | 


With a little attention we ſhall diſcover, that 
every thing i is planned with wiſdom, and that all 
_ the laws of Providence combine for the general 
If from the weakneſs aud limits of our 


. 
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eee 
part of God's deſigns, it is enough for us to nu 
that the icꝶ the ſnow, and all the phenomena k 

Winter, ſerve, in the plan of Supreme Wiſdam, 


wo ny the Gert . A CO POTPOPE FN 
for its inhabitants. oY Tn 


and behold > rapidly the days paſs er! 


Ougght not this to remind us of the frailty of our 

exiſtence here? We inhabit awwarm room, and 
have all the nageffaries of life. Should not theſe 

enjoyments in rr fellow 

creatures, who have neither food, fire, nor rai- 

ment? The ſhort ſpace between day and night 

- ought naturally to lead us to reflect on the ſhort 

ati of life, and the importance of redeeming 

e time, and making uſe of every hour. We ſe 
numbers imprudently expoſing themſelves on the 
ice. Does it not remind us of the levity and 
thoughtleſneſs of thoſe mortals, who give them- | 

ſelves up to the pleaſures of the world ? How ma- 

ny other objects at this ſeaſon may furniſh us ſub- 

jets for reflections of this ſort, which muſt have a 

good effect upon the mind? If we endeavor not 


{ 
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only to employ the mind, but to mend the heart, 


all theſe objects may ſerve for that purpoſe ; and 


* 


85 1 BY 7 "0. - 

e 22 R 1.5 (x. : 
» 4 . » =» + 7 hi . N 4 

+= uh ? x 5 > 

r 3 = 8 * 4G 
2 xs Brews I 1 : : 
33 0 
2 7 — 4. — — — . 


fr 1) * 2 
3 85 
8 8 . 


1 1 


8 

n 5 
+ WET 
* 


CLOUT ess . s gs gr 


ä ——— OO SAO IDS any, nn — 
* 


OS omfortable ere they awaken 
E Let us imitate the bee z follow our 
ins lination, and yet chuſe the fineſt flower. To a 

_— Bll diſpoſed mind the moſt barren field is ſtill 
So =o. We may expect the greateſt ad- 

" vantages from thus filling our time. It enables 
'F us to conquer ſenſuality, and to govern our hearts, 

which are ſo diſpoſed to go aſtray. We need not 
| have recourſe to turbulent pleaſures in order to 
| baniſh mii. When others ſeek diſſipation in 
worldly. follies, we ſhall find much nobler and 
more laſting enjoyments in contemplating the 
works of God, either,in ſolitude or in a choſen ſo- * 
ciety of virtuous friends. For nothing can inſpire 
2 fweeter, purer ſatisfaction, than the raiſing of 
_ * one's heart above terreſtrial objects, and partaking 

of that which employs the angels and the elect in 
| heaven. What rapture to find God every where ! 
10. diſcover in the flake of ſnow, as well as in the 

flower of the Spring; in the cold Winter, as well 

2s in the heat of Summer, the goodneſs and wiſ- 
dom of the Almighty Creator! And this rapture, 
which far ſurpaſſes all the pleaſures of the world, 

VET Ince, IF ve HG GET 


| ing - it. 


1 


a "4.8 4 „ 5 


CONTEMPLATIONS np, . 


N 
o 
"oh 
S 


2 6 
89 


3 


, 
3 


— 


e 


To kim whoſe mandate em world FTP SS 
EY Sounr's cheerful ſkies, 
 AvToun „en eld, nad Wires *s healthful ſtorm 45 


* 8 


of his works. The fea, the mountains, and de 
| woods, ered by a gle a8 of ks wil, are the = 
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3 Who dire8s the wonder. 


ful courſe of the ſpheres ? What chain unites | 
them? What force animates them? It is thy © 


breath O Lord! It is thy almighty word. Thou 
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art all in all. Thou calledſt the worlds, and they 0 1 
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of man penetrates 
he knows 


5 5 — © Behold, fond man ! 
See here thy pictur d life; paſs ſome few years . 
Thy flowery Spring, r 
Tuyy ſober Autumn fading into age, 
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 fider with what fwifineſs the oak the ee 
1 
They were even before we perceiggd . . . 
eee ee eee n 3 
= We 3 them in their rapid flight. Is it phie 
1 to give an account of the different zras ? If there 
had not been in our lives certain very remanl 
—_ moments, which made impreſſion on our: ani 
= we ſhould be ſtill leſs able to recolle& the hiltoffies/ Tet 
of them. How many the years of our infaney, of ' | ” the 
which we can fay nothing but they have gli + pes 
away ? How many others have paſſed in the 
Is 4 of youth ; during which, miſled, 
by our inclinations, and given ap to Hoot "we 
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5 | bad neither the wiſh, nor the time, to 8 


. ˙ oma. Pp 
to act like reaſonable beings, but the buſineſs of —=—_ 
On ene 
| Our familie increaſed” 158 80 cares and endea- 
By 7 | vors to provide for them increaſed in proportion. 
Inſenſibly the time draws nigh when we ſhall a 
move at old age 3 and perhaps, even then, we ſhall 
nei en 


* a falls and jo-rediivedion- ond 
The Foung man, who gave the higheſt hopes, is | 
eil down in the age of bloom and beauty; a ( 
accident lays him in 
_ | _ the grave. . Dangers and accidents multiply with 
pes negligence and exceſs lay the ſeeds of ma- 
0 15. adies, and diſpoſe the bodies to catch thoſe that 
- | - are epidemical. The laſt age is ſtill more danger» * 

" ous.” In « ord, half of thoſe who are born are | 
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year it has loſt ſomething of what 
of itſelf, and has acq 
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increaſes and decreaſes by a 
but with this difference, that the changes 
operate ſo quickly in ſome bodies as in 
The celeſtial globes appear to be ſtill the 
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tention, perceive — ſome ſtars have —— 

and that the ſun has ſpots which change, and thus 

ey prove that it is not conſtantly the ſame. 

motion alſo makes jt liable to variation] and 

1 though it is never extingllhed, it has been obſcur: 

E ed by fogs, clayds, and even by internal revolu- 

: . tions. This is all we can know of it at the im- 

meaſurable diſtance there is between us. How 

1 many other external, as well as internal a 

K+ - age we * were we nearer! gh 
z 7 5 . e ſtruck in de de 

Ea 2 things, it is becauũ they are within our 
; And how theſe ! How liable to 
© os Each object continues to look like ae, 
and yet how different in reality is it from Moe 

was ? We daily behold things taking new farms; | 

ſome growing, others diminiſhing and 93 . 

This year, which will ſoon be at an end, rds 5 HOW 

undeniable proofs of it. In each one's own lite. Es 

15 circle he muſt have experienced many revolutions. | 

3H Several of thoſe we had known for man years W T . 

E are no more. Many perſons whom we have cen © N 

rich are become poor, or are at leaſt but in indliffer. =. 00 

ent circumſtances. If we examine owe as, | 
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